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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time B (Sept. 19, 2021 STM: 9:15, 11:15) 

In 1994, the founder of the Peace Corps, Sargent Shriver, was 

invited to give the Class Day address at his alma mater, Yale. His advice 

to the students was very simple and powerful.  He summed it up in 

three words: “Break your mirrors.” Shatter the glass, he said. “In our 

society, which is so self-absorbed,” he explained,  “begin to look less at 

yourself and more at each other. Learn more about the face of your 

neighbor and less about your own.” 

This man who had made a fortune, and lived among the rich and 

famous, offered a blunt assessment: “When you get to be 30, 40, 50, or 

even 70 years old, you’ll get more happiness and contentment out of 

counting your friends than counting your dollars. ”And he concluded, 

“You’ll get more from being a peacemaker than a warrior.  I’ve been 

both,” he said, “so I speak from experience.  Break the mirrors.” 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, “Break the mirrors.”  

Could this be a little bit of what Jesus was trying to convey today in the 
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gospel. Could it be that Jesus was trying to tell his disciples to get over 

themselves?   Maybe He wanted them to stop reaching up and rather 

reach down and reach out.  Some of the closest followers of Jesus were 

perhaps expecting a crown to be put on their heads but rather it would 

be a cross that was before them.   Jesus’ lesson to these disciples of His 

was one of humility.  Ahh, yes, there it is.  The thing that most of us in 

this church today seem to struggle with…humility.     You know, we like 

our mirrors.  We like what we see sometimes and we are really hoping 

that others like what they see.  We hope for that compliment…”nice 

homily Father.”  But you know what is humbling? When someone says 

that to me and the deacon has preached!  It has happened.   For each 

of us, the ancient foe of pride so often sneaks its way into our lives and 

boy, does it feel good sometimes.    The desire to move up, the desire 

for more, the desire for status can often drive us. 

 Jesus would have none of this.    He had just predicated His 

passion and they the disciples start arguing about who was the 
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greatest.  They wanted to claim status as the best friend of Jesus, they 

wanted to be the teacher’s pet.  What’s Jesus response?  He puts a 

child in their midst and says “who every receives one child such as this 

in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me 

but the One who sent me.”  To give a child status at Jesus’ time to say 

that whoever receives a child, receives both Him and the Father was 

revolutionary.   

Professor Pheme Perkins, in His commentary on Mark’s gospel, 

wrote:  “The shocking element in this episode cannot be appreciated by 

modern believers.  Our social conventions have exalted childhood as a 

privileged time of innocence.  This romantic view is imported into these 

passages.  However, the child in antiquity was a non-person (cf. Gal 

4:2).  Children should have been with the women, not hanging around a 

rabbi and His students.”  Perkins goes on to point out that Roman 

writers had no interest in children.  Thus, to suggest that receiving a 

child is like receiving Jesus would have been inconceivable to the 
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disciples.  But Jesus comes to turn the world upside down and He uses 

the example of a child to do this.  He infuses a little bit of humility into 

his followers.  Don’t forget…he is trying to get them ready for the cross.  

He is trying to shatter their mirrors, to get them beyond looking at 

themselves. He is trying to teach them about servant leadership.   

Jesus would go on to give an example of humility and servant 

leadership on Holy Thursday in the washing of the feet.  The master 

teacher got down on his hands and knees and washed the grimy feet of 

his friends.   I have said this before, but this is one of the most 

important things I do as a priest each year and it moves me to tears 

every year, especially when I look up at the faces of the people who are 

sitting there having their feet washed. If I know it, I think about their 

story, their pains and joys.  It may be a woman who lost a husband, 

someone who is sick, a person who lost a job.  But there, at that 

moment, my job is to be Christ to them. Christ the servant.  It is an 

annual lesson in humility for me. 
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 We can all break our mirrors.  We can all use a dose of humility.  

The English word humility is derived from a Latin root which means 

close to the earth. It is a relational word, and calls for action. It means 

willingly giving up your place, emptying yourself, for another.  We so 

often can be very full of ourselves, can’t we?  There is a need from time 

to tie to die to ourselves, to our desires, our habits, our obsessions, our 

need for approval or validation.  We all can seek the way of humility, of 

humble service.  

Many of you may be familiar with the Litany of Humility.  It is a 

very good thing to pray and pray often.  We are going to pray that now.   

Your response to each line is: Deliver me, O Jesus. 

O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, 
Hear me. 

From the desire of being esteemed, 
Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the desire of being loved, 
Deliver me, O Jesus. 

From the desire of being extolled, etc. 
From the desire of being honored, 
From the desire of being praised, 
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From the desire of being preferred to others, 
From the desire of being consulted, 
From the desire of being approved, 
From the fear of being humiliated, 
From the fear of being despised, 

From the fear of suffering rebukes, 
From the fear of being calumniated, 

From the fear of being forgotten, 
From the fear of being ridiculed, 
From the fear of being wronged, 

From the fear of being suspected, 

Your response is now: Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be loved more than I, 
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be esteemed more than I, 
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That, in the opinion of the world, others may increase 
and I may decrease, etc. 

That others may be chosen and I set aside, 
That others may be praised and I go unnoticed, 

That others may be preferred to me in everything, 
That others may become holier than I, 

provided that I may become as holy as I should, 

 

This week let’s seek the path of humility. Let’s break our mirrors.  

Let’s remember Christ and that child He put in the middle of arguing 
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disciples.  And let’s remember that the cross really was the ultimate 

lesson in humility.  Amen.  

 

  

 


