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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time B (Sept. 5, 2021 STM: 5:15, 7:30, 11:15) 

Protestant minister Lilian Daniels described an experience of being a clergy member on 
a plane and striking a conversation with a stranger, and then hearing that person explain, for 
the rest of the flight, how they are “spiritual, but not religious.” In this theology, it’s all about 
finding God on the beach, or in a sunset.  We’ve all heard variations of this.  “I don’t need to go 
to church to pray” or “God is everywhere, I don’t need to be at Mass.” 

Rev. Daniels finds those arguments unconvincing.  And she concludes: “Thank you for 
sharing, ‘spiritual but not religious’ person. You are now comfortably in the norm for self-
centered American culture, right smack in the bland majority of people who find ancient 
religions dull but find themselves uniquely fascinating. Can I switch seats now and sit next to 
someone who has been shaped by a mighty cloud of witnesses instead? Can I spend my time 
talking to someone brave enough to encounter God in a real human community?” 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus,   Rev. Daniels taps into something really 
important:  community and church community is important.  We do not go about this by 
ourselves. There is a reason for church, a reason that that we cannot just drift through life left 
to our own devices when it comes to God and religion.  It is not enough to just “be spiritual.”  
And when you really think about it, this gospel encounter we have today shows us the 
importance of community and other people. 

 We meet a man in the gospel who is mute and deaf.  These are two really important 
senses and imagine not having one, much less two of them.  You who struggle with hearing loss 
know the pains of having to strain to understand the person speaking to you.  Some friends of 
this man bring him to Jesus.  And that is the key.  PEOPLE BRING THE MAN TO JESUS. And they 
BEGGED him to lay hands on the man.  This is not just a story of a man who was deaf and mute. 
It is a story of the friends who cared enough to bring he man to Jesus and beg Jesus to heal him.  
They had faith that Jesus could do something.  This man was not alone. He had people who 
loved him. He had people who cared enough to bring him to Jesus.  This little community of the 
man’s friends advocated on his behalf.    This individual was surrounded by friends who loved 
him, who cared for him, who hoped for his healing as much as he did and who had faith that 
drove them to bring him and to seek help from Jesus.    

 What is demonstrated here? Love, Hope and Faith.  These three important virtues.  Here 
we have an elementary community of faith, in the man’s friends, acting out of love for their 
deaf-mute friend and hope that Jesus would heal him.    It is the community that helps the man 
and gets him to Jesus. 

 This is really a foreshadowing of 1 Corinthians 13 which extols those virtues of love, 
hope and faith.  It is the famous “wedding reading: Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, 
[love] is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not 
quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury.”  Paul goes on to say that three things remain: 
Faith, Hope and Love and the greatest of these is love.  But, do you know what? When St. Paul 
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wrote that, he was not talking about brides and grooms.  Paul was writing about the love of the 
community, and how to live together as a community built on love.  We see these friends of the 
deaf-mute man living this out today.  The community cares for one of its members. 

 This sense of community is so important to the life of the Church.  Now, we live in the 
United States where uber-individualism is so furiously emphasized. This is the “me” culture. 
How does this or that affect me?  “I can do what I want.”  We have seen this during the 
pandemic. There are videos all over social media of people freaking out over having to wear a 
mask because they do not want to do so.  What happens here?  The health and well-being of 
the community takes a back seat.   There is a loss of the sense of the common good.  We have 
seen this with vaccines as well.  Getting vaccinated against COVID-19 not only is good for you 
but it is good for the community.  And the Holy Father, Bishop Luis and I have been clear on 
this:  getting vaccinated is morally acceptable.  It is  a good thing to do.  

 You know, too often we can become very self focused, overly concerned with this thing I 
call myself.  But, we exist in community, we are accountable to one another.  We cannot go 
about it alone like some character in a Clint Eastwood movie.  We are not sufficient unto 
ourselves.  This is what the deaf and mute man’s friends show.  He needed them.  They were 
concerned for him, and they helped him get the desperate help that he needed from Christ, the 
divine physician.  

 Perhaps sometimes we can be the deaf man.  We can occupy spaces where we cannot 
hear things we desperately need to hear.  We al need a community motivated by love for one 
another, by hope for a better tomorrow, by faith that there is a power greater than ourselves 
that can bring about a greater tomorrow, that will bring us to Jesus-the source and goal for all 
faith, hope and love. 

 You see, we are all in this together.   This is a beautiful, infuriating, comforting.   We are 
called to witness to one another, to support one another, to pray for and with one another.  To 
be in the best sense, neighbors to one another.    It means we are to be “church” to one 
another.  We are in communion with one another, with all of the obligations and practices that 
being a part of a church community demands.  And here, today, we are practicing this.  For this 
hour or so, we are united in our prayer.  It means there is someone in front of us and behind us, 
next to us.  It means there may be someone near us in church singing off key or someone who 
may make us a little mad in the parking lot after Mass.  But we are called into this community, 
into relationship with one another.  We are called into loving service of one another.  We are 
called to love, especially those people we struggle with the most.   

 Pope Benedict XVI in Deus Caritas Est, God is Love,  said this: If I have no contact 
whatsoever with God in my life, then I cannot see in the other anything more than the other, 
and I am incapable of seeing in him the image of God. But if in my life I fail completely to heed 
others, solely out of a desire to be “devout” and to perform my “religious duties”, then my 
relationship with God will also grow arid. It becomes merely “proper”, but loveless. Only my 
readiness to encounter my neighbour and to show him love makes me sensitive to God as well. 
Only if I serve my neighbour can my eyes be opened to what God does for me and how much he 
loves me.  
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As we move to the altar, let us pray for a deepening of love — love for the Lord, love for 
His gifts to us, including those neighbors He has put into our lives.    This will allow us to truly 
know God’s love as well.  Indeed, we are called to be spiritual and to be religious.  We are 
bound to other people.  We are bound to this Church, the Church that Christ Himself 
established on the rock of St. Peter.  And, yes, being here, choosing to be part of this 
community does place demands on us.  But love should make us want to meet those demands.  
Love should make us want to be a part of a community and to look out for the common good.  
Our faith is not singular, it is plural.  It involves a lot more than just me and God.   

Today, some friends brought a deaf and mute man to Jesus. They loved him and wanted 
to help their friend.  Jesus healed the man. He told him “Be opened.”  Jesus opened his ears and 
his mouth.  May we too hear that word “Ephphatha” “Be opened.” May we open to the needs 
of those in our midst, to always seeking to practice the virtues of Love, Hope and Faith and to 
always seeking the common good. Amen. 

Portions adapted from: Proclaim 9-5-21 and Dcn. Greg Kandra 


