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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time B (July 28, 2021 STM: 7:30, 9:15) 

Police Officers have been in the news a lot over the last year with the actions of some 
officers becoming front page news.  Recently, CBS News ran a story about officers who go 
above and beyond. These are the officers who take time to play basketball with the 
neighborhood kids; mow grass for senior citizens; and give rides to people in need, either home 
from work … or much further. 

A couple years ago, Officer Jeff Turney responded to a call in Glendale, Arizona from the 
family of a 94-year-old man who was about to drive himself 2,000 miles to Florida. Turney shut 
that down ... then took a week of vacation to see he got there safely. 

Then there's Brian Grigsby and Troy Dillard, of Little Rock, Arkansas, who found an 
Alzheimer's patient out wandering. "I mean, he was pretty adamant," said Dillard. "He wasn't 
going home until he got those flowers," Grigsby said. Flowers? "That's what he wanted. He 
wanted flowers for his wife because tomorrow was Mother's Day." So, instead of driving the 
man right home, they took him to a shop, and even helped pay. “We had to get those flowers," 
Grigsby said. "We had to get them. I didn't have a choice!" 

Pittsburgh detective Jack Mook, who came across two brothers at a boxing gym. Mook 
said they were being abused and neglected by their foster parents. "They have had it as worse 
as any other kid that's ever lived in the city of Pittsburgh, living conditions-wise. And that's just, 
I had enough of it." So, this bachelor cop adopted them. 

The news report notes “This is what's possible when a police badge is worn over a loving 
heart. These are the results when officers choose to draw their most disarming weapon: 
compassion.” 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today I want to focus in on compassion.  
Pope Francis has spoken of compassion as “the language of God.”  He says:  Compassion allows 
you to see reality;  compassion is like the lens of the heart: it allows us to take in 
and   understand the true dimensions. In the Gospels, Jesus is often moved by compassion. And 
compassion is also the language of God.”  God speaks through compassion. And if compassion 
is the language of God, it must be our language as well.    

We get the word compassion from the Greek: Splanchnizomai (SPLAC NEZZ O MY) This 
includes the root word for intestines. Compassion is something that you feel in your gut.  The 
only person described in the New Testament as having Splanchnizomai is Jesus.  Others in the 
New Testament are said to love, to heal, to help the poor, but only Jesus is said to feel 
Splanchnizomai .   Jesus felt from the deepest part of his being.  This is where compassion is 
from.  It is what happens when we see someone experience a pain that perhaps we have 
known all too well.  Frederick Buechner once described compassion as “the sometimes fatal 
capacity for feeling what it’s like to live inside somebody else’s skin. It is the knowledge that 
there can never really be any peace and joy for me until there is peace and joy finally for you 
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too.” 
           I think we saw a bit of this in the news this past week when Pope Francis went around 
visiting children and adults in Gemelli Hospital in Rome. He himself was a patient there but, 
ever the Pastor, went to be with and comfort the other sick people.  He felt compassion for 
them from the core of his being.    This core compassion is the same when: 

➢ A parent feels the first time a child rides a bike without training wheels, especially if that 
ride ends up with a scraped knee. 

➢ You see the pain of a friend go through a messy divorce when you’ve been there and 
done that. 

➢ You watch  a parent diminish with age, as you become the caregiver for the person who 
always took care of you. 

These are the feelings of compassion.  And this is what the Christ calls us to….to suffer with.  

Jesus today looks at the crowds that had gathered.  They had chased him all around. He 
sees and feels their pain, confusion and the deep desire that they had to know God in way that 
the scribes and Pharisees had never shown them.  Jesus felt their need to know God. He 
suffered with them, in the very core of his being.  He internalizes what the people were feeling.  
In essence, He takes into Himself what came out from deep within them.  This is compassion. It 
is the ability to enter into people’s lives when they are laid bare.  It is to internalize their 
condition.  It is to suffer with someone by taking on their burden.  And this matters.  
Compassion is something we sense in the depths of our gut when we see someone in a 
situation of pain and brokenness.  But compassion ALWAYS has an active component to it. It’s 
something we DO, not just a feeling.   

In those examples I gave of the police officers, they did something.  They did not just 
feel sorry for the people they encountered but they acted.    Fr. Henri Nouwen wrote: 
Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter into places of pain, to share in brokenness, 
fear, confusion, and anguish. Compassion challenges us to cry out with those in misery, to 
mourn with those who are lonely, to weep with those in tears. Compassion requires us to be 
weak with the weak, vulnerable with the vulnerable, powerless with the powerless. Compassion 
means full immersion in the condition of being human. When we look at compassion this way, it 
becomes clear that something more is involved than a general kindness or tenderheartedness. It 
is not surprising that compassion, understood as suffering with, often evokes in us a deep 
resistance and even protest.—Donald P. McNeill, Douglas A. Morrison, Henri J.M. 
Nouwen, Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life (Doubleday, 2006), 3-4. 

 Our call this week is to be more compassionate people.  Remember that this means 
doing, not just feeling.  It means entering into the lives of others, it means seeking to do some 
thing practical to help alleviate a burden.    No doubt, we will have endless chance to do this: 

• It may be someone at the street corner with a sign asking for help.  We are often quick 
to judge but maybe we can just do rather than judging.  Give some money, give some 
food, talk to the person.  Find out their name, especially if you see them regularly.   
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• When there is a death in our family or among our friends, taking the time to sit with the 
person, to listen, to get what they might need, to make a meal. All of those are 
compassionate things. 

• This past week, youth from our parish spent three days outside, in the heat for our days 
of service.  One of the projects was to do landscaping work for an older couple in the 
parish who cannot do it themselves.  Our young people were a compassionate 
presence that day, doing very practical things in service of others. You may run across a 
similar situation in your neighborhood.   

One key thing to keep in mind about this gospel passage is that Jesus was on his way 
somewhere. He was on his way to get some rest with His apostles.  But he encountered a real 
human need on the way.    Jesus was moved from the very depths of his being to do something. 
He did not let his desire to get away to override the responsibility he had to care for the people 
in front of him. Being compassionate is not always convenient. It means that we may have to 
sacrifice a bit some of our own time and our desires for the good of the other.  

We will have chances again and again this week and in the weeks to come to be 
compassionate.  We recognize that we will not be able to meet every need we encounter.  
Mother Theresa was asked how she could just keep on caring for the poor in Calcutta when 
there were so many of them.  She answered, “All I can do, all any of us can do, is the best we 
can, for the most we can, for as long as we can.”    In doing this, we can indeed learn to speak 
the language of God. Amen.  

Some of this taken from Joann Taylor . 


