
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time B (June 13, 2021 STM: 5:15, 10:00) 

Today I want to begin with a riddle.  I read that  only 17% of Stanford graduates figured 
out this riddle, but 80% of kindergarteners knew the answer.”  

“What is stronger than God, 
more evil than the devil, 

poor people have it, 
rich people don’t need it, 

and if you eat it, you’ll die?” 

The answer is: “Nothing.”  

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, on this 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time, we 
hear parables about seeds.  The word “parable” literally means “a riddle.”    They are not meant 
to provide a clear, cut teaching. Parables are meant to leave the listener with the responsibility 
of figuring out the meaning.  In the gospels, Jesus told over 40 parables.  How many of them do 
you think he explained? One. One.   He leS the disciples having to figure them out. He leS us 
having to figure them out.  Jesus ascended, literally, with the answers.  Here we are, over 2000 
years later, sUll pondering what the parable of the Good Samaritan, the Dishonest Steward, the 
Persistent Widow, The Good Samaritan and the Mustard Seed. 

What are we to do with parables? Key to understanding parables is that they were 
meant to teach about the Kingdom of God.   Today we hear two parables about growing, 
sprouUng and spreading God’s kingdom.  Jesus lived in an agricultural society and so it makes 
sense that he would oSen speak of farming, seeding, planUng.   Maybe a modern way to think 
about this parable would be along the lines of a viral video.    When a video goes viral, it  means 
it is widely shared and spread through the internet on plaXorms like YouTube, TwiZer, Instagram 
or Facebook.  It is amazing to see how quickly a video can spread throughout the world.  
Technology has transformed the ways in which we communicate with each other and how we 
can spread something through the world instantly.   Some examples: 

❖ “Charlie Bit my finger.” The 56-second-long video, which was uploaded on YouTube in 
May 2007,[8] features Harry Davies-Carr (who was aged three) and Charlie Davies-Carr 
(aged one), two brothers from the United Kingdom. Both seated in a chair, Harry puts his 
finger into Charlie's mouth and gets biZen. He says "Charlie bit me," before puing his 
finger back into Charlie's mouth, upon which it gets biZen harder. Harry says "Ouch" 
repeatedly, and his brother begins to giggle. ASerwards, Harry smiles and repeats 
"Charlie bit me. And that really hurt.”   -Wikipedia.        

That video has over 885 million views. It sold at aucUon for $700,000. 
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❖ “Keyboard Cat” is a video-based internet meme. Its original form was a video made in 
1984 by Charlie Schmidt of his cat Fatso seemingly playing a musical keyboard (though 
manipulated by Schmidt off-camera) to a cheery tune.  .”   -Wikipedia.        

This video has over 50 million views.  

❖ 300-page iPhone bill: A video from 2007-when iphones were new. IT shows a woman 
receiving a box from her mobile provider with her bill-300 pages long.   It detailed ball 
data transfers made during the billing period, including every email and text message. .”   

-Wikipedia.        

By the end of 2007, the video had 8 million views. 

 In these, we can see how quickly a viral video can spread and you see, hopefully, the 
comparison I am making here. Jesus uses the image of a mustard seed to speak about the 
spread of the Kingdom of God.  But what a mustard seed? Have you ever thought “Hmm, it 
would be nice to have a mustard tree in the back yard?”  Probably not.  The same was true in 
the Ume of Jesus. People would not want a mustard tree because they are hard to control. It 
grows like a weed.  It takes over whole plots of land.  You do not go about and plant dandelions 
and say “I hope those dandelions grow and take over my yard.”    Rather, we try and get rid of 
them but they keep coming back. Who would want them? As it turns out, God does.  

 What is the message of this parable then? What is the riddle? Maybe it is this:  There is 
an incredible growth of God’s reign in the world.    Growth is important, explosive growth, 
especially with the kingdom of God.  The love of God and what God desires for the world is like 
a growing weed.  God desires for our lives and our faith to grow and spread in a uncontrolled 
way.   

How can we grow the kingdom? It is a maZer of being willing to grow our own faith.    
Some suggesUons on how to do this: 

1. Read the scriptures.  Spend Ume with the bible each day.  As an anniversary giS, I 
received the new “Word on Fire Bible.”  This volume has the gospels and is 
published by Bishop Barron’s Word on Fire organizaUon. It has wonderful 
commentary and background informaUon.  Perhaps you might consider buying it 
and spending Ume in prayer with that bible.  If we want our faith to grow, we 
have to delve into the bible and not just hear the readings on Sundays. 

2. PracUce your faith. Scripture gives us all kinds of instrucUons for life and how we 
are to live.  There are lots of commandments in the bible.  We hear about things 
like money, relaUonships, sexuality, temptaUon, worry, fear, anger.   The Church 
also hands down to us teachings.  We have a whole book of it called the 
Catechism.  Go out and get the “US Catechism for Adults.” We use it with our 
folks who are in formaUon to become Catholic.  IT is a good read. For our young 
people, get the YouCat.   

3. Think about who you spend your Ume with.  Jim Rohn famously said, “You are 
the average of the five people you spend the most Ume with.” Think about the 
people in your life who you are with a lot. These folks will influence you and your 
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decisions and your acUons.  Do you spend a good amount of Ume with people 
who share your same faith and values?  Do those folks  help your faith to grow? 

4. Read good books that will help your faith grow.  Look to authors like: G.K. 
Chesterton, C.S. Lewis, Fulton Sheen, J.R.R. Tolkin,  John Henry Newman, Flanner 
O’Connor , Thomas Merton, John Paul II, Benedict XVI, Francis.    You should 
always have one good, faith related book on your side table.    For visual learners, 
take advantage of the parish’s subscripUon to FORMED. This is a free to you.  It is  
an online resource created by Catholic publishers The AugusUne InsUtute and 
IgnaUus Press and  is intended to bring to all Catholics the best in Catholic 
resources, such as study programs, movies, audio recordings and books.  For 
audio learners, listen to some good, Catholic podcasts.  Ascension Presents has a 
lot of good ones including Fr. Mike Schmitz’s “The Bible in a Year.”  Word on Fire 
has some good ones and also look up Fr. John Ricardo.  

5. Finally, and most importantly: pray, pray and pray more.  Take Ume each day for 
our own personal prayer.  Our common worship is important but each of us has 
responsibility for our own spiritual development.  

If you want to look review any of what I said today, my homily will be on our web site. 
Just search “homilies” when you open the page.  

Our riddle of the day, our parable, teaches us that growth in our faith is a process that 
will take a long Ume-maybe a lifeUme.  God shows seed in our hearts with reckless abandon, 
hoping the seed with take root and flourish.  We have to nourish those seeds through our 
prayer, study and our relaUonships.  Amen.
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