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Pentecost B (May 23, 2021, STM: 10AM) 
 Some people are  gifted in the area languages. Others are not.  Quick survey: 
how many of you speak two languages? Three? Four? More than four?  Really gifted.  As 
you know, I speak Spanish.  It was a complete surprise to me that I was able to do so.  I 
just about failed it in High School.  I did not have that much better luck in college. After 
college, the diocese sent me to study Spanish in Cuernavaca, Mexico for 14 weeks. 14 
weeks!  I was miserable when I got there.  I could not communicate.  I just wanted to be 
home.  As time went on, I met other people from the US and I began to learn the 
language. I had one on one instruction.  The program only was set up for 12 weeks so I 
was not sure why I was there for 14 weeks. I just basically played Dominos for two 
weeks.  With that 14 weeks of class and speaking Spanish for 25 years, I do pretty well. 
Over three months ago, I decided I wanted to try and tackle Italian since I know Spanish. 
I use the Duolingo app each night for a few minutes.  My streak right now is 108 days. I 
do okay with it.   
 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, learning to speak a language can 
sometimes be a difficult thing.    But with time and practice, you get better and more 
and more fluent.  As a pastor, it is good that I can communicate with the two major 
language groups in my parish.  Speaking in a way that people can understand in 
important.  
 Today the Church celebrates Pentecost Sunday and the conclusion of the 50 days 
of Easter.  We mark today the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and the 
birth of the Church.  One of the most miraculous things about Pentecost is that people 
suddenly found the ability to speak languages that they did not previously know.   From 
that Upper Room, the Apostles, the Church, went out to proclaim the message of Christ.  
The Holy Spirit filled the Upper Room.  It was noisy. The whole house was filled with the 
sound of wind, a strong wind. The house was shaking.  The Spirit descends and language 
happens.  God speaks.  God speaks. The Apostles listen. 
 God continues to speak to His people, His Church. Yes, even in this day, in these 
times, God is still speaking.  The Solemnity of Pentecost marks one year since we 
resumed public worship as a parish.  We held our first outdoor Mass on May 31 last 
year.  It was a windy day. The Holy Spirit was speaking.  It was emotional for me-to see 
all of you after three months  gathered together for Mass.  We needed the Holy Spirit 
that day to remind us that God was still speaking in the midst of a pandemic.   Being 
Church during COVID has caused us to think differently, worship differently, plan 
differently. We saw the value of having Mass available online for those who cannot 
come to Mass due to age or health. We invested a lot of money in being able to do this 
in a very professional way.   I think  being without church for several months perhaps 
made us appreciate church  and our worship and the Eucharist a bit more.    
 This pandemic has caused us to look at what we do as church and how we do it.  
We are still in the midst of recovering a bit as we restart things such as our Eucharistic 
Ministry to the Homebound and plan to open up the Caring and Sharing Center on a 
regular basis.   We continue to look at our liturgical life and adjustments that need to be 
made and recover some of what has been lost since the beginning of COVID. (I will say 
more about that next week).  New things such as our Pastoral Phone Call Ministry 
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emerged during this last year to check in on older and sick folks on a regular basis.  Our 
youth cannot go on the usual Mission Trip this summer so a new Week of Service right 
here in Chapel Hill has emerged that will be a multi-generational event.   We have more 
people involved as Ushers as we needed that extra help with seating folks and passing 
out programs.  The Holy Spirit is always at work, always speaking to us in a way that we 
can understand, urging us to always think about what it means to be the Church of 
Christ in the world today.  To be the people that Christ continues to send forth into the 
world.  
 Our parish life will continue to look more and more as it did before COVID.  We 
see more folks coming to Mass, more  groups meeting, more people desiring to get 
involved in parish life. New families continue to register.  The Church is ever ancient, 
ever new.  We have to continue to challenge ourselves though.  A fear I have is that 
people may have become a bit too complacent in their faith during COVID especially 
with the availability of Mass online.  But there is a difference.  Online Mass served us 
well and continues to do so for those need it and cannot be here.  Bishop Zarama 
continues to dispense the faithful of the diocese from the Sunday obligation.  However, 
that is mainly meant for the elderly, the sick, the immunocompromised.  It is important 
that we make our Sunday worship a priority. For it is here where God speaks his 
language of divine love to us in the Eucharist.  I will be speaking more next week about 
expanded opportunities for Mass in the coming months.  It is important for me to say 
too that we should never just come here because of an obligation.  Our worship has to 
go beyond obligation.    There should be a desire in us for this place, for what we do 
here.  Last week, with a fuller church, I was a bit taken aback when you first said “and 
with your spirit” and “Amen.”  I had not heard that many voices in one place at one 
time.  It was as if the Holy Spirit was speaking, as if the Holy Spirit descended upon us, 
upon this place and there was that roar that we heard about in the reading today from 
the Acts of the Apostles.     All I could think was “God is good.”  I want you to desire this 
place, to desire the Mass and to be filled when you leave here.   For we need what we 
do here. We need to be filled with that Holy Spirit.  
 We pray today for this Pentecost Spirit to be upon us, upon our brothers and 
sisters soon to be Confirmed, and on our parish as a whole.  I am proud of where we are 
today, of how we walked through these last 14 months or so, and how we are now 
looking toward the future, discerning what God may be asking of us, how God may be 
speaking to us as He has done from the world’s creation.  Today we pray “Veni Sancte 
Spiritus.” “Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the earth.” Amen.  
 


