
St. Thomas More Pastoral Council 

ZOOM Meeting Minutes of February 2, 2021 
 

Attended By: 

Debbie Del Corro, Father Scott McCue, Kate Enchelmayer, Cathy Serex, Carlos Lima, Abby 

Malloy, Deacon Bob Troy, Rosanna Marquez, Cheryl Scharoun, Charlotte Gage, Chris Elam, 

Cindy Hynes, Darrell Fulford, Dave Reynolds, Ed Neely, Flor Vazquez Avila, Frank Kissel, Kevin 

Raedy, Laura Stewart, Deacon Luis Royo, Mary Ellen McGuire, Maureen Earnhardt, Nicolas 

Rapkoch 

 

Health Update on Joe Zannini 

*We continue to keep him in our thoughts and prayers, entrusting all to God!* 

 

First Fifteen 

Maureen was invited to read Mark 1:29-39 

1) Jesus did not come to be served, but to serve. Peter’s mother-in-law began to serve. 

Do I act in such a way that my life is a service to God and to my brothers and sisters? 

- In our ministries, we are looking not for what they can do for us, but rather how we are 

able to serve them 

- Our discipleship has changed during Covid-19, but continuing to make connections with 

others through small acts of service has made a huge impact 

- It is also important to allow people to serve you; it becomes a blessing to them 

- We are serving for God, not for ourselves (our purpose is for God)- done in humility 

 

2) How is my faith in Jesus during these tense and unpredictable days due to the 

pandemic or the divisiveness in our nation today? Do I believe both in times of suffering 

and of prosperity? 

- Jesus has been the only constant, with everything changing He is the one that we can 

turn to 

- It is in times of darkness that we can see the light the brightest 

 

3) Do I, like Jesus, withdraw to a quiet place to put my priorities in order and to 

remember who I really am and what my mission is? 

- Feel out of sorts and uneasy when God is not placed at the forefront of our lives 

- Be intentional about finding time to be present with God 

 

 

Come and See Retreat-- Matt Sebastian 

This retreat touches the heart of all those who attend, opening them to the love of God and 

influence of the Holy Spirit. They focus on building a life of intentional discipleship. In 2020, 

there were 140 total attendees with 61% being new, the largest retreat to date. Feedback from 



the retreat involves praise for the powerful personal testimonies and the wonderful, caring 

environment found in the small groups.  

After considering and discussing multiple options, the planning team decided to cancel the 2021 

retreat. However, there is a high likelihood for a 2022 retreat (February 19-20, 2022) and other 

reunion events (Sept-Oct ‘21).  

 

Ministry Membership and Succession Planning-- Chris Elam 

Chris Elam proposed to the group the question: What can we do as a parish to generate more 

enthusiasm for our ministries (increase volunteers) and how do we prepare for the next 

generation? 

Some ideas included 

● Sharing information about the ministries at the end of mass, appeal to people sitting in 

the pews 

● Meeting people where they are at, helping them find opportunities that fit their schedule. 

It doesn’t have to be a huge commitment 

● Spotlighting the positive outcomes of the ministries- share success stories! 

● Finding unique and captivating ways to educate the parishioners on what the ministries 

are all about (such as videos, bulletin page).  

● Placing the different ministries into categories, making the process of identifying the right 

ministry easier.  

● *Proposal of a task force/committee to start planning for these opportunities to expand 

the involvements in our ministries.  

○ Each member has been asked to think of people who are good at networking to 

make up this group (variety of ages!). Email Chris Elam with ideas 

 

Ongoing and future parishioners engagement during and after COVID-19  

*See document shared for statistics and Debbie’s notes on Word on Fire webinar 

Solutions to get them engaged 

1) Communicate effectively 

2) Emailing and texting have proven to be the most effective source of communication and 

getting the 82% involved 

3) Using the program: Word on Fire ENGAGE - Flocknote 

a) Currently being used alongside Whatsapp with the Spanish Community at 

St.Thomas More 

b) Information is being sent out through text messages 

 

Review of “Great Catholic Parishes” by William E. Simon, Jr., Chapter 6 

Cathy Serex led this discussion. Chapter 6, “Challenges to Excellent Sundays” was 

summarized.  

 

The Council was invited to discuss their thoughts on the return of parishioners to church after 

COVID-19. Ideas suggested impressing upon the parish community what the livestream lacks. 

With yearning, people should want to return. While livestreaming has its value, Christ and the 

sacraments must be experienced in person. People should be reminded of the importance of 



encountering Christ and being truly present in the church, with the livestream solely being for 

those who need it. There is value found in the community of faith, making people excited to 

praise and worship together.  

We can take advantage of this time to evaluate the changes made during COVID-19, and 

maybe continue with some of those adjustments. Some of these include mass schedules and 

engaging music. 

 

Father Scott Closing Remarks 

● The financial state of the parish continues to be strong, with a lot of credit to the 

increased offertory program.  

● Many important upcoming construction projects in the next month (Columbarium, path 

the South Campus, and Solar Panels) 

● Catholic Schools Week! They continue to witness increased enrollment at the school. 

 

Abby Malloy shared how the youth group has been active, writing prayers for a youth 

walkthrough of the Stations of the Cross and planning a community service project at Jordan 

Lake. 

 

Closing Prayer 

The closing prayer was shared by Cindy Hynes: 

Parishioner's Prayer 

Lord Jesus, help me be a good caretaker of what has been passed on to me. Make me a 

responsible heir of all that you have given me at Our Lady of Sorrows - St. Anthony Parish. 

Lord, grant me the ability to give, and encourage others so that the parish has what it needs to carry 

out its mission of evangelization. 

Lord, help my parish to be welcoming, loving, and purpose-driven. Help us grow in holiness and 

make effective our ministries. 

Lord, give me a willing and generous heart to share my gifts with my parish family. May your Holy 

Spirit motivate me to work hard and offer my very best. I make this prayer confident of your mercy 

who is Lord forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 


