
St.			Thomas			More			Pastoral			Council	 		
ZOOM			Meeting			Minutes			of			May			4,			2021	   
  

Attended   By:   
Carlos   Lima,   Dave   Reynolds,   Debbie   Del   Corro,   Chris   Elam,   Joseph   Zannini,   Abby   Malloy,   
Deacon   Bob   Troy,   Cathy   Serex,   Cheryl   Scharoun,   Darrell   Fulford,   Ed   Neely,   Fr.   Scott   McCue,   
Kate   Enchelmayer,   Deacon   Luis   Royo,   Mary   Ellen   McGuire,   Nicolas   Rapkoch,   Rosanna   
Marquez,   William   Jackson,   Cathy   Serex,   Cindy   Hynes,   Kevin   O’Toole,   Kevin   Raedy,   Maureen   
Earnhardt,   Dave   Reynolds,   Charlotte   Gage,   Bruce   Olive   (new   member!),   Antonio   Cordova   (new   
member!),   Alfred   Mathew   (new   member!)   
  

First   Fifteen   
Kevin   Raedy   was   invited   to   read   John   15:9-17   
1)    We   may   have   heard   the   saying,   “Love   is   a   choice,   not   a   feeling”.    What   does   that   mean   to  
you?   

- You   choose   to   love   a   person   based   on   the   love   of   God   
- Free   will   is   the   essence   of   love   

2)    What   are   some   examples   of   how   we   can   live   Jesus’   command   to   love   one   another?   
- Love   others   as   we   want   to   be   loved   and   as   Jesus   loves   us,   We   need   to   strive   to   love   like   

Jesus   
- See   Jesus   in   every   encounter   we   have   with   others,   free   of   judgement,   quick   to   forgive,   

accepting   of   others   
- See   people   through   the   lens   of   Jesus,   we   are   all   children   of   God   

3)    When   Jesus   said,   “it   is   not   you   who   chose   me,   but   I   who   chose   you   and   appointed   you   to   go   
and   bear   fruit   that   will   remain.”    How   do   we   bear   fruit   that   will   remain?   

- Letting   Christ   abide   in   us   
- Everything   we   do   has   an   impact   far   beyond   ourselves→   leave   an   impression   on   others,   

can   stem   from   us   and   the   seeds   we   plant   
- Do   good   works   and   act   kindly     

  
New   Member   Introduction   
Welcome   to   all   new   members!   We   are   so   glad   you   have   been   called   to   join   the   council   and   
serve   the   St.   Thomas   More   community   with   us!   
  

Ministry   Membership   and   Succession   Planning-   Dave   Reynolds,   Chris   Elam,   Deacon   
Nicolas   
Dave   Reynolds   shared   an   update   to   the   council.   A   timeline   was   shared,   with   a   goal   of   forming   a   
nucleus   team   of   7-9   people   to   serve   in   the   new   recruitment   and   development   ministry.   They   
highlighted   the   importance   of   this   ministry   and   how   it   is   all   for   love   of   God!   
  

How   Council   can   help:   
-pray   that   this   ministry   will   be   blessed   with   many   talented   and   passionate   people   



-send   names   of   parishioners   you   believe   would   be   a   good   fit   for   the   ministry   
  

A   copy   of   the   slideshow   will   be   shared   with   the   pastoral   council     
  

Fall   “Welcome   Back”   Event-   Father   Scott   
When:   November   13,   2021   (11   am-2   pm)   
Where:   parking   lot   by   the   school     
What:   Several   staff   members   recently   participated   in   a   diocesan   webinar   about   ways   to   
welcome   parish   communities   back   to   various   aspects   of   parish   life   as   we   emerge   from   
COVID-19.   One   of   the   ideas   to   come   forth   was   a   “Welcome   Home”   event   that   will   welcome   our   
community   back   to   our   campus   in   full.   Some   initial   ideas   have   formed   around   an   outdoor   event   
like   a   food   truck   rodeo   that   would   mark   and   mourn   who   and   what   has   been   lost   and   give   thanks   
for   where   we   are   at   that   time   as   our   parish   community   comes   back   to   its   full   life.   There   will   be   a   
mosaic   memorial   wall   to   remember   those   who   have   been   lost   during   the   pandemic   and   also   
mourn   various   aspects   of   life   that   have   been   lost.   This   wall   will   also   celebrate   the   hope   we   have   
for   the   future   .   Parishioners   will   be   invited   to   take   home   a   tile   in   the   weeks   leading   up   to   the   
event   and   it   will   be   built   as   the   day   goes   on.   Robin   McGrath   and   Carlos   Torres   Hernandez   have   
been   identified   as   co-Chairs   for   this   event.   Parishioners   have   also   been   invited   to   serve   on   the   
planning   committee   which   meets   on   May   8.   
  

More   details   to   come!   
  

Great   Catholic   Parishes/Chapter   8   Book   Review-   Cathy   Serex   
Discussion   Questions:   

1. Is   there   anything   about   STM   that   may   appear   uninviting   to   an   outsider?  
a. St.   Thomas   More   is   an   incredibly   inviting   community,   with   welcoming   committees   

and   various   groups   for   various   faith   levels     
b. Personal   invitations   go   a   long   way   to   encourage   increased   participation     
c. There   is   a   preconceived   notion   that   Catholics   are   judgemental,   but   that   image   

can   be   countered   through   open   dialogue   and   presenting   examples   of   people   
living   the   faith   in   a   beautiful   way   

2. How   can   STM   provide   opportunities   for   open   dialogue   about   faith   and   culture   in   
our   parish?   

a. Facebook   has   provided   a   platform   to   effectively   broadcast   messages   
i. Informational   talks:   over   1,000   views   on   Black   History   Month   

presentations,   over   300   on   Mariology     
b. Small   group   settings   help   foster   communication   and   help   people   feel   more   heard   

3. Are   there   young   adults   on   parish   committees?   Could   these   numbers   increase?   
a. It   definitely   could   increase!   
b. Important   to   see   people   in   your   age   group   in   leadership   positions   

4. Should   parishioners   feel   an   obligation   to   evangelize?   If   yes,   what   is   keeping   them   
from   undertaking   this   task?   

a. Your   faith   is   contagious   when   it’s   spread   with   joy!   



b. We   need   to   be   prepared   to   share   our   faith,   have   the   knowledge   to   communicate   
His   goodness   

c. Authentic   invitations   and   conversations   make   people   feel   more   connected   to   the   
faith   

  
Minutes   Distribution   

● Option   1:   Post   centralized   minutes   to   Pastoral   Council   Website   
● Option   2:   Individual,   more   personalized   level,   communication   with   ministries     
● Option   3:   General   minutes   of   a   consistent   message   sent   to   every   ministry,   but   each   

ministry   leader   is   the   one   to   send   out   the   messages   and   add   their   personal   touch   
  

Closing   Notes-   Father   Scott   
● Dir.   of   Adult   Faith   Development   and   Catechumenate   position   is   now   available.   Goal   is   to   

hire   by   October   
● Construction:   New   Columbarium,   Solar   Panels,   Digital   Carillon   system.   
● September   25,   2021-   First   meeting   and   workshop   for   2021-2022   Pastoral   Council   
● Thank   you   to   our   outgoing   and   incoming   members   
● Thank   you   Joe   Zannini   for   his   service   as   chair.   

  
Closing   Prayer   
Joe   Zannini   led   us   in   a   closing   prayer   
  
  
  
  
  


