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Palm Sunday 2021 

The Absurdity of the Cross 

 That is absurd.  It is absolutely absurd.  A cross with a man hanging on it. Imagine with 

me if you will for a moment that we transported someone from the Roman Time of the death 

of Christ here to this church who knew nothing of the resurrection and Christianity.  That 

person walked into a temple and say a man portrayed hanging from a cross.  That person would 

be shocked, confused, dazed and maybe would even laugh.  For the cross to Romans what the 

ultimate sign of power and mockery. It was the ultimate form of torture and death. It inflicted 

excruciating pain---“ex crucis”-from the cross.  Ceaser used it to keep people in line. “You cross 

us, and this is what will happen.”  To carve a body and put it on a cross and in a temple would 

have been absurd.  And to this we say “Yes, it is.” 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today we focus on the absurdity of the 

cross.  For this is what it is.  Absurd.  And the early Church held up the cross of Christ to the 

cross of Ceaser.  For they knew the story. They knew that by the cross, we are redeemed.  In 

the face of the punishment and torture and pain of Caesar, the Early Church said “here, here is 

our victory. Here is the cross of Christ by which we are redeemed.”  We do not hail Ceaser, we 

hail Christ.   

 Since that time of the Early Church until now, we have help up the absurdity of the 

cross. We have held up this sign to everything that is wrong in the world. We have held up this 

sign to counter the injustice and violence of the world.  When nothing else makes sense, we 

hold up this sign to say Christ is there in the midst of it all. When violence shakes our nation like 

has happened in Atlanta and Boulder these past two weeks, we say “here is the cross.”  When 

we see injustice, we say “here is the cross.”  When we go through our own personal pain, we 

cling to the absurdity of the cross.  For Christ is here, in the midst of it all, redeeming, making it 

whole. 

 We hold up the cross as the ultimate sign of our victory.   What does St. Paul tell us 

today?   

Jesus, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God 

    something to be grasped. 

Rather, he emptied himself, 

    taking the form of a slave, 

    coming in human likeness; 

    and found human in appearance, 

    he humbled himself, 

    becoming obedient to the point of death, 

    even death on a cross. 
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There is our victory. There is the good news.  There is the triumph. There is all that 

is good about the cross.  To say to Romans that the cross was good, they would 

have call you mad. But this is what we say. This is what we profess. That is what we 

believe. 

 This is the week of the cross. This is the week when we enter into the 

mystery of this cross.  This is the week when we will see how the cross redeems us, 

makes us whole, saves us.   Absurd? Absolutely.  For we say, “we adore you O 

Christ and we praise you, for by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.”  

 

(Portions adapted from Bishop Robert Barron) 


