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4th Sunday of Lent-Cycle A readings w/scrutnies  (March 14, 2021-STM: 10:00) 
 
Years ago, a priest from the Archdiocese of  
New York was visiting Rome. As he was walking into a church to pray, he noticed a 
beggar at the door. Something looked vaguely familiar about him. As he began to pray, 
he realized what it was. 
 
He went back outside. “Excuse me,” he said to the beggar. “Do I know you?” “Yes,” the 
beggar said. “I think you do.” It turns out, the beggar had been in the seminary with 
him. He had been ordained a priest, but had – as he put it — “crashed and burned” in 
his vocation. 
 
The priest from New York talked with him for a few minutes, and then had to go. He 
promised the beggar that he would pray for him. But he was shaken by what he had 
seen. 
 
That afternoon, this priest attended a function that concluded with a chance to meet 
the pope. As he stood in a receiving line and took John Paul’s hand, he told him about 
the man he’d met outside the church and whispered, “Please, pray for this man, 
because he’s lost.” The pope nodded and assured him he would. 
 
The next day, to his amazement, the priest got a call from the Pope’s secretary. The Holy 
Father, he said, was hosting a dinner and wanted to invite the priest, along with the 
other priest, the beggar. Stunned, the priest agreed, and quickly went back to the 
Church and found the beggar and told him what had happened. 
 
The beggar said, “No, I can’t.” The priest insisted, and promised to make him 
presentable. He took the man to his room, where he was able to take a shower, and 
shave put on some clean clothes. 
 
Then they went to dinner with the Pope – surely, the best meal the man had enjoyed in 
months. Just before desert, the Holy Father asked everyone else to leave the room, so 
he could be alone with the beggar. They did, and waited outside. After about 15 
minutes, they were invited back into the dining room. Shortly after that, they all said 
goodnight, and the beggar and the priest walked back to the hotel. 
 
The priest said: “I have to ask you: what happened in there?” 
 
And the beggar stopped in his tracks, still amazed at the experience. “He asked me,” the 
man said, “to hear his confession. I said to him, ‘But I’m not a priest anymore. I’m a 
beggar.’ And the Holy Father took my hands in his and looked at me and said, ‘So am I. 
We are all beggars before the Lord.’” 
 
The man tried to explain that he was not in good standing with the Church. But the pope 
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said: “Once a priest, always a priest. I’m the Vicar of Christ and the Bishop of Rome. I 
can re-instate you now. ”Well, the beggar couldn’t refuse. And at that moment, in that 
room, he heard the confession of the pope. The beggar-priest had barely finished 
offering absolution before he dropped to his knees in tears. “Holy Father,” he said, “will 
you please hear my Confession?” And he did. 
 
When they were done, the pope told him to return to the Church where he had been 
begging, and report to the pastor. He would serve as a priest there, with a special 
ministry to the poor of Rome. And that is what happened. It is said that the beggar who 
heard the pope’s confession still serves at the church in Rome. 
 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, Today we celebrate Latare Sunday-the 
4th Sunday of Lent. The Church reminds us today to rejoice for Easter is drawing near.  
As we do so, we hear at this Mass the gospel story of the Man Born Blind as we 
celebrate the 2nd Scrutiny with the Elect of the Church.  These Elect before us are 
preparing for the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.  
And so, as their immediate preparation for these sacraments the Elect participate in 
three scrutinies who purpose is: 

• To bring out and HEAL anything that is sinful in the hearts of the Elect 

• To deepen their understanding of the mystery of SIN 

• And to fill them with a deeper DESIRE for the salvation that comes in Christ, who 
is the light of the world. 
 

In the Man Born Blind, we meet a poor beggar.  We might someone who was 
desperate and needed help.  He needed someone to come to him, to give him his life 
and his dignity back. Jesus does just that. He restores that man.  John Paul II restored 
that priest.  He gave him his life back.  He moved the man from darkness to light.   

 
Life for the Elect and life for us is this continual movement from darkness to light. 

The Church prays that the Elect be moved more and more toward God, toward the font 
of baptism.  When I meet with the Elect before they are baptized, I always like hear their 
story about how they got to this point of asking to be reborn in Christ through baptism.  
I love to hear about their movement through the different stages of life to this point of 
becoming one with us in the fullness of the faith.  It is a reminder that God speaks to 
each of us in different ways and at different times. God works his wonders with us, 
moving us more and more toward Him, according to His divine plan.  This can often be a 
gradual process.  In the end though, we are all hoping to be able to see what the blind 
man saw today: to see Christ. We hoped to be moved in such a way that we see clearly 
the vision of God Himself.  
  
 In our story about the Man Born Blind, Jesus moves him from darkness to light. 
He moves the man from his poverty to being able to provide for himself now that he can 
see.  He moves to be able to see the glory of God around him.    
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 This is a great story of hope for us.  Often, we can find ourselves immersed in 
darkness.  We can find ourselves searching for light.  The wight of the world, the burden 
of sin, sickness, despair, death can weigh us down.  Into all of this comes Christ, the 
sight giver.  We are reminded that we are never without hope and never beyond 
redemption. The begger priest in the story thought he was beyond saving.  Not the case. 
He priestly dignity was there and JPII  gave him his sight back.   
 
 Today we pray for sight for our Elect.  We pray for their continual conversion as 
they move toward the great Easter Vigil.  Lent reminds us that we are moving from 
darkness to light,  Lent begins in the winter-the darkest time of the year. It ends in 
spring, when there is more light.  We move toward the light of Christ.  This is the 
process of conversion, of movement toward God. 
  

At the Easter Vigil, the elect before us will be lead from darkness to light.  
Through baptism they will be reborn by water and the Spirit and freed from the 
corruption of sin.  And, as they live their lives on this earth, Jesus, the divine healer will 
come to them over and over again offering his mercy.  That same Lord continually 
comes to us offering healing and freedom.  This is all about conversion.  And our lives 
are this continual process of conversion-of moving toward God-back home to Him. 

Each of us in some way are poor beggars before the Lord.  We all need 
something from Jesus.  We mostly need his mercy and grace. We move now to the Rite 
of Scrutiny as we pray that these Elect  be aware more and more of their sin and 
their belovedness in the eyes of God. We pray that their hearts and our hearts be 
moved in such a way that we see God more clearly.  Amen. 

 
 
 


