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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time B (Oct. 10, 2021-STM: 5:15, 9:15) 

 “How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” Does anyone 
know who said that?  Winnie the Pooh.   An animated bear names a common reality for 
humans: saying goodbye to the people, places and things we care about.  On one hand, we may 
fear losing closeness and connection.  What will life be like without this person or this thing that 
means so much to us?  Maybe on the other hand we will feel grateful for what was and what 
could be.   

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, on this 28th Sunday, the Church puts before 
us the famous story of the Rich Young Man.  This is a story of not being able to say goodbye.  
This man had a hard time saying goodbye to what he had-to his possessions.  What we must 
understand is that in his day, society viewed material wealth as a sign of spiritual virtue. You 
can see why it was hard for him say farewell to what he had.  He was living what he thought to 
be a good, holy life. Jesus shocks him when he tells him to go and see what he has and give it to 
the poor.   Sometimes we are hard on the Rich Young Man. However, what Jesus was asking of 
him was a major life move. His heart is torn.  He wanted to continue to be good, to follow the 
law, to ultimately again life eternal.  But Jesus asks him to take a big step, to reorient his life, to 
free himself from his stuff.   (Adapted from: Jessie Bazan) 

I read recently about fashion photographer Michael Belk.  His work has appeared in 
Vogue and GQ, but after many years of success, he felt compelled to do something more 
meaningful.  Belk is a devout Christian, who had been deeply affected by the events of 9/11. He 
decided to embark on an unusual photo project: to interpret the life of Jesus for the world 
today.  

And what he created is really extraordinary.  It’s called “Journeys with the Messiah.” It 
features photographs of Jesus, and he’s depicted as most of us would imagine him, with his 
beard and long hair and flowing robes.  But the photographer has placed him in surprising 
contemporary settings.  One of the pictures depicts the incident in today’s gospel. Jesus is 
shown talking to a young man.  But the man he’s speaking to is standing by a Ferrari, with a 
beautiful woman in the passenger seat.  You see that and realize: no wonder the rich man went 
away sad. 

 Jesus was calling this Rich Young Man. He was calling him to Himself.   Jesus wanted the 
man to come and follow him. He was issuing a call to discipleship, to holy indifference. St. 
Ignatius of Loyola describes holy indifference as the freedom to love God above all else.  People 
who can get to this level of holy indifference still care about the things of this world----people, 
places, objects, experiences---but they are detached enough that they can leave behind, say 
goodbye, to the things that pull them away from God and invest in the things that bring them 
closer to God.   And this is the end goal to which all things point.   But this can indeed be “so 
hard” in Winnie’s words.   Now you can see why the Rich Young Man went away sad.  He had to 
give up what he had. 

Tim Keller in Jesus The King says this, “When Jesus called this young man to give up his 
money, the man started to grieve, because money was for him what the Father was for Jesus. It 
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was the center of his identity.”  And that is key.  He was caught up in his riches.  That was his 
identity.   And he felt he did not need God’s grace. He thought he could go about it alone.  He 
wanted to gain salvation on his own.  He relies on himself and not God.  He kind of thought that 
salvation was yet another possession to gain rather than a gift to inherit.    What does Jesus do? 
He points the man back to relationships. He asks him to be concerned with the poor, with those 
who have less then he does.  He invites the man to find his treasure in giving away for the good 
of others.   He invites the man to find his identity in a different place.  He invites him into this 
holy indifference.   

The gospel writer tells us that Jesus looked at the Rich Young Man with love.   He loved 
him and he was trying to love him toward life: toward the fullness of life with Him.  You and I 
are being invited into this life of holy indifference.   We can still care about and have the things 
of this world but not the extent that we are unable to let them go.  

 Having money, having things are not bad in themselves.  Jesus did not say that being 
rich was a sin.  What Jesus was saying is that money and things can have a powerful hold on us.  
This power can blind us to other things and control us.  And those things cannot buy salvation.  
We even have this hyperbole of how “it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God."   Here Jesus is pointing to 
our desperate condition, our need, our desperate need for a savior.  We understand that 
salvation is not something we can do on our own.  Just like a camel cannot pass throu gh 
the tiny eye of needle, so we cannot get to where we want to be without Christ.  Jesus 
wanted that Rich Young Man to place his faith and trust in Him, not in what he had.  The 
same is true for us.  We rely on God’s grace in this life to get us to the next. And we work 
out that salvation each day through our continual attempts to respond to God’s love that is 
given to us. 

 The Rich Young Man was worshipping his identity.  Jesus invited him to worship 
God. He wanted to give him a new identity.  But that young man just could not do it.  Now, 
maybe he eventually came back. Maybe he was able to say goodbye to what he had, get rid 
of his Ferrari, and accept Jesus’ invitation to this new and wonderful life he was being 
offered. For Jesus was really offering him a better life. Jesus knew he had everything he 
probably wanted in life. But something was still missing. Jesus had what was missing.  But 
the Rich Young Man walked away sad.   He was not ready, was not able to accept what was 
being offered to him. 

 I invite you today to think about holy indifference.  Think about what you have: 
what is in your bank, what is your home, your car, what are your most prized possessions? 
How lucky we are to have those things. But the question is: do any of these pull you away 
from God?  Can you be indifferent about these things in order to be more focused on the 
things of God?     
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Next weekend, Fr. Steven and I will speak to you about our Increase Offertory 
Appeal, about the need to give sacrificially for the good of the parish.  Thinking critically 
about our financial support of this community is one way that we are able to practice some 
holy indifference, recognizing that our financial resources are meant to not only be used 
for our good but for the common good.  

 You and I have been blessed in various ways with the resources that we have.  
However, we must remember that all things pass away.  God and God’s love endures. If we 
can have this mindset that we can perhaps agree with an animated bear in saying: “how 
lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” Amen.  


