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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time B (Jan. 24, 2020-STM: 10:00) 

 Some people tell me I am in middle age-or perhaps past middle age…47.  You decide. 
Maybe I am optimistic that I will live until I am 100.  Once I was speaking with a parishioner who 
had turned 90. I said to him: “They call people in their 80’s octogenarians.  What do you call 
people in their 90’s?” He said: “lucky.”   

David Brooks, in his article “The Middle Age Surge” writes this: 

Another profound but more hidden change is the altered shape of middle age. What could have 
been considered the beginning of a descent is now a potential turning point — the turning point 
you are most equipped to take full advantage of. 

It is the moment when you can look back on your life so far and see it with different eyes. 
Hopefully you’ve built up some wisdom, which, as the psychologists define it, means seeing the 
world with more compassion, grasping opposing ideas at the same time, tolerating ambiguity 
and reacting with equanimity to the small setbacks of life. 

By middle age you might begin to see, retrospectively, the dominant motifs that have been 
running through your various decisions. You might begin to see how all your different 
commitments can be integrated into one meaning and purpose. You might see the social 
problem your past has made you uniquely equipped to tackle. You might have enough clarity by 
now to orient your life around a true north on some ultimate horizon. … 

The people who find meaning at this stage often realize the way up is down. 

They get off that supervisor’s perch and put themselves in direct contact with the people they 
can help the most. They accept that certain glorious youthful dreams won’t be realized, but 
other, more relational jobs turn out to be more fulfilling. 

They achieve a kind of tranquility, not because they’ve decided to do nothing, but because 
they’ve achieved focus and purity of will. —David Brooks, “The Middle-Age Surge,” The New 
York Times, March 22, 2016. 

 
 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus,  as we go through life, we search for 
meaning and purpose.  We want to know we are successful. We want to know that what we are 
doing and this life we are leading is worth it. We want to know that we are doing something 
that will impact the life of others, that will make us happy and make others happy.  Sometimes, 
when we get to middle life, we may even make a change in our career-a total shift-do 
something radically different for a living. Don’t worry, I am not thinking about that although I 
think I would do well as a restaurant or hotel manager. What do you think? Anyway, we want a 
mission and purpose in our life. 
  
 Today in our gospel, we hear of the call of Simon, Andrew, James and John. Jesus calls 
them to follow him-to leave all that they knew and be one with him. He was calling them to a 
radical change in jobs-to no longer be fishermen but fishers of men-to catch people.  They left. 
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They followed. James and John left their father, Zebedee holding the nets.  I imagine he was not 
too happy with the new career choice of his sons.  There was something about Jesus that drew 
these men to him, to leave it all behind It was a radical reorienting of their lives.  
 
 Jonah today called the Ninevites to a radically new way of life as well. He called them to 
repentance. That is what Jesus did too in beginning the gospel…This is the time of fulfillment. 
The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  God calls people to 
rethink their lives, to examine their way of life. This could be a call to turn from sin-to 
literally repent-to be converted.  This will be our call in Lent. Sometimes the call is to be a 
better, more committed, more faithful disciple.    God is always speaking to His people. 
God is always asking more of us.  Jesus asked something pretty serious of those 4 
fishermen. He asked them to give up everything in their life and come with him.   I am sure 
there is something in each of our lives that we are being asked to give up for the sake of 
Christ, for the sake of gospel.   
 
 Frederick Buechner, in “The Alphabet of Grace”, wrote this:  
 
“The way I understood it,” my grandmother says, “you were supposed to devote these talks to 
religious matters. Incarnation and Grace and Salvation were some of the noble words you 
used.” I say that feet are very religious too. She says that’s what you think. 
 
I say that if you want to know who you are, if you are more than academically interested in that 
particular mystery, you could do a lot worse than look to your feet for an answer … when you 
wake up in the morning, called by God to be a self again, if you want to know who you are, 
watch your feet. Because where your feet take you, that is who you are.—Frederick 
Buechner, The Alphabet of Grace (Harper & Row, 1985), 24-25. 

      

 Each day, we are called by God to be our-self again.   We wake up with a new 

opportunity to live discipleship. We are invited to think about our vocation, about how we 

define what success looks like.  Our feet will take us to different places-to your children’s room 

to get them up, to the kitchen to feed them, to work, to assist an elderly neighbor in need, to 

church.   These are sacred opportunities.   These can be success stories. These are chances to be 

someone who believes in the incarnate Christ-who believes that Christ continues to touch the 

world through us-through our hands, our feet, our words, our actions.   Christianity should 

challenge us each day to look at our life and see if we are living it well, if we are living it in right 

relationship with God, if we are living a meaningful and purposeful life.  Sometimes this means 

a radical reorientation, yes. It means a radical conversion needs to happen.  For others though, 

it means making some adjustments so that we can move beyond this thing I call myself, so that 

we can be more self-less.   

 All of this comes down to our continual exploration of our vocation in life; that is how 
God has and is calling us to live here and now. That may involve some sacrifice, some tough 
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work in thinking about our life and our choices and ultimately what we want.   But, 
but…knowing that we are part of what GOD wants of us, rather than just what WE want, is the 
discovery of our vocation.  And it completely redefines what real success is.   Success isn’t 
defined by the accomplishments and experiences of others.  Success isn’t measured in 
comparison to standards of wealth, fame or what we have published or achieved in our 
profession.  Rather, it is about fulfilling the unique purpose for which we were born, and having 
an impact on the lives of others and our world.   It is a matter of finding our true purpose in life.  
Success is not measured in comparison to the accomplishments of others.  Success is fulfilling 
the purpose that God has assigned to us.  Amen.  

 (last section adapted from John Shea, EATING WITH THE BRIDEGROOM, p. 46-47)     

 

 

   


