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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time A (Sept. 27, 2020-STM:8:00,10:00) 

 Cor ad cor loquitur…heart speaks to heart.  As I thought about the homily for this 
weekend, this phrase kept coming to mind. Heart speaks to heart.   

 Today we hear this gospel parable about two sons who respond to their father’s request 
to go out and work in the vineyard. One initially says “no” but later regrets what he says and 
goes and does the work. The other son initially says “yes” but does not do the work.    What 
happened that the first son eventually did the work?  Conversion. He had a change of heart. I 
would like to think that the heart of the father spoke to the heart of the son.  The son did what 
the father wished. He was obedient to what was asked of him.  He saw how he was wrong, and 
then did what was right.  Cor ad cor loquitur…heart speaks to heart.   

 At the very center of the spiritual life is conversion.  It is a change of heart. This is what I 
tell people often in the sacrament of reconciliation.  As we move through life, we are hopefully 
getting closer and closer to God. We are hopefully embracing conversion which involves a 
critical look at our life and seeking to change what is in need of change.  It is a matter of 
drawing closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  His divine heart speaks to our heart and 
conversion comes about.  And this is often a very long process but a necessary one.  All the way 
along, as we seek to draw closer to the heart of Christ, He constantly pursues us, his heart 
aching for our heart. Cor ad cor loquitur…heart speaks to heart.   

 Many of you know of the life and writing of C.S. Lewis. His was a journey from atheism 
to belief in God and an embracing of Christianity.   He is the author of the famous “Screwtape 
Letters” and “Chronicles of Narnia,” and “Mere Christianity.”   In his work, “Surprised by Joy”, 
Lewis writes this:  

Really, a young Atheist cannot guard his faith too carefully, Dangers lie in wait for him on every 
side. 

You must picture me alone in that room at Magdalen, night after night, feeling, whenever my 
mind lifted even for a second from my work, the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom I so 
earnestly desired not to meet. That which I greatly feared had at last come upon me. In the 
Trinity Term of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps, 
that night, the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England" (Surprised By Joy,ch. 14, p. 
266). 

 What happened with Lewis? Heart spoke to heart.  In fact, his heart was broken but in a 
good way. His hard heart was broken and he ultimately had to surrender.  God was unrelenting. 
Lewis did not want to meet Him. But God kept coming.  In the end, Lewis’ heart broke open to 
God and God took hold of him.  Conversion took place.  Cor ad cor loquitur…heart speaks to 
heart.   

 Today, I would like for you to think about this idea of conversion and obedience.    
That first son in the parable was ultimately obedient to his father.  Yes, he was initially 
disobedient but he came to his senses.  He realized that he had to do the will of his father.  He 
allowed his heart to be converted.   I am going to ask you this morning to open your heart.  
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Open your heart to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Allow His heart to take in your heart. Bring to 
Him whatever it is in your life today that needs change. Bring whatever it is that needs 
converting.  Allow that divine heart to speak to your human heart today.   This could be 
something that you have carried with you for a long time.  A certain sin.  An attitude.  A grudge. 
A lack of empathy and compassion for poor.  Feelings of prejudice or hatred.  A dislike of certain 
people or groups of people.  A desire to do your own will all the time and not the will of God.   
Whatever it is.  Let the heart of Christ speak to your heart today.  Let the process of conversion 
begin in you. 

When Lewis converted to Christianity he wrote a poem called “The Convert.” In it he 
says:"...The sages have a hundred maps to give 
That trace their crawling cosmos like a tree, 
They rattle reason out through many a sieve 
That stores the sand and lets the gold go free; 
And all these things are less than dust to me 
Because my name is Lazarus and I live" 
 

 The heart provides life for the body.  Without the heart, we cannot live.  Without a heart 
that embraces the heart of Christ, we cannot really live as a Christian people.     We want hearts 
that are strong and full.  Think of it like this: what happens when you are in love?  Your heart is 
full. Your heart is full. It is full of love for your beloved.  You are crazy for the person. Your heart 
overflows with a desire to be with that person and to let them know how much you love them.   
We want hearts that are full of love for God.  Hearts that are crazy for God. Hearts overflowing 
with a desire to let God know how much you love Him.  But we have to accept the work of 
conversion in order for this to happen.  We have to be willing to let God work on us and change 
hardened hearts. So today, let the divine heart speak to your heart.  Amen.  


