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We are blessed to have many community partners that help us with various aspects of our mission to serve those in need. 
PORCH, Faith Connections on Mental Illness, AA, Al-Anon, and Friends of Christ School for Christian Spirituality are some of 
the organizations that use our facilities rent-free. In addition, our parish financially supports some local not-for-profits. 
There is a balance of assistance for young, old, poor, pregnant, handicapped, unemployed, illiterate, mentally ill, and addicted. 

This year we tithed to the following organizations. These tithes are funded by our yellow Charity Share donation envelopes. 

ARC 
Catholic Charities 
CASA
Catholic Worker (Silk Hope and Rose of 
Sharon) 
Charles House, Chatham Co. 
Council of Aging
Child Care Services, Asso.,
Church Women United
Club Nova
Coastal Horizons 
Community Empowerment Fund

Compass Center
Durham Crisis Response Center 
El Centro 
El Futuro 
FLOC Farm Workers
Freedom House
Habitat for Humanity 
Handicapped Encounter Christ 
Holy Trinity Church
Inter-Faith Council 
Justice United 
Meals on Wheels

National Alliance on Mental Illness
Orange County Living Wage
Orange County Project Connect 
People of Faith Against the Death 
   Penalty 
Pregnancy Support Services 
Project Rachel 
Special Olympics NC 
St. Paul Village
TABLE
UNC Horizons

2019-20 DEMOGRAPHICS
INDIVIDUALS HOUSEHOLDS

COMMUNITY & STEWARDSHIP

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Longevity of Parishioners Households in the Parish by Ethnicity

Children enrolled in 
Faith Development 
this past year

Average age of 
parishioners

Average family 
size

Number of 
males

Families with 
children

Number of 
females

Parishioners involved 
in St. Thomas More 
ministries

parishioners actively 
involved in ministries

households who 
contribute to 
weekly offertory

763

33.7 3.024,125 1,7614,526

1,226
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39%

active registered 
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8,709

active 
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2,855
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925
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LETTER FROM FR. SCOTT

Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas More,

I am happy to present to you our Stewardship Report for 2019-2020. 

This report details our efforts at disciple-making in the greater Chapel Hill 
area. This is what we are about: making disciples as we further embrace 
and live out our mission to Pray, Serve and Spread the Gospel with Joy. In 
these pages, you will see the various reports from our four portfolios (Liturgy, 
Community, Evangelization and Service) under which our ministries, groups 
and organizations operate. You will also find our parish financial information 
for the fiscal year that was concluded June 30. Thank you for what you have 
done to be good disciples and good stewards. Thank you, especially, for 
responding to our financial needs during COVID-19. Your generosity warmed my heart.

The Coronavirus Pandemic interrupted our normal parish life. We had to become overnight experts in 
livestreaming and Zoom meetings. We had to figure out how to exist as a parish without people coming 
to our campus each day. St. Thomas More Catholic School and our Faith Development programs had to 
transition to online learning and prepare for a new school year offering a hybrid model for learning. Over 
time we adjusted, and we continue to be in this period of renewal as a parish. Christ is still here. Christ 
is still speaking. Christ is still calling us to be a people who love as He loved as we go about our life as a 
parish community.

Thank you for who you are, for what you do, and for choosing to be a part of The Catholic Community of 
St. Thomas More. It is my continued honor and privilege to serve as your pastor. God has put us together 
and He continues to give us the grace we need as we go about our communal life. Let us pray for one 
another each day.

In His Love,

Very Rev. Scott E. McCue, V.F., 
Pastor



5

LETTER FROM CARLOS LIMA

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

The first thought that came to mind when thinking about what to write in this 
letter was the 1982 movie “The Year of Living Dangerously.” Although I never 
watched the movie and the plot has nothing to do with current times, the title 
is something I have remembered since being a teenager and struck me as 
appropriate for what we have lived in the past seven months.

These have indeed been times of living dangerously, but also of living 
courageously, of serving lovingly, and of helping selflessly. You will read 
throughout this report how our parish has been able not only to cope, but to 
shine in living our Catholic Faith in the times of the COVID-19 pandemic.

When I look back at the many people who have helped keep the life of faith of the parish going during 
these times, whether it was the livestreaming of Masses, The Easter Vigil at the South Campus, the 
outdoor Masses, the food drives, the return to Mass indoors, and the slow and smooth reopening of 
activities, I can but humbly bow at your courage to take on all this so that the Church can live on.

Our groups and ministries have found ways to stay active and connected, not only amongst themselves 
but with the people we serve and help. The way a group of loving volunteers reached out to the elderly 
in our community to let them know they are loved and that we think of them has me in awe each time I 
recall it; what a beautiful and Catholic way to show the love Christ teaches us to have for the other.

There were many gifts, donations, and expressions of support that allowed us to help others who are 
less fortunate and that suffer in our midst. The financial support to the parish and her ministries was an 
exercise of selfless service and allowed us to continue operating and reaching to many in the community.

There is a reflection in the liturgy of the hours by Arnobius, an early Christian apologist, that reads “To 
praise God in our lives means all we do must be for His glory”; I think that our Catholic Community of St. 
Thomas More has been reflection of just this in the past year, and I am honored and humbled to serve 
alongside all of you.

As we continue our journey to become Intentional Disciples, let us rejoice in how we have prayed, served, 
and spread the Gospel with joy.

Carlos Lima
Director of Operations and Finance
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LITURGY

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES:

ALTAR SERVERS 
The 145 Altar Servers (100 for English Masses – 45 for 
Spanish Masses) assist the priest throughout the Mass 
carrying the cross or candles in the entrance and dismissal 
processionals, holding the lectionary for prayers, and 
assisting in preparations for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
Training of new servers and special training for Lead 
Servers was conducted. By regularly reaching out to the 
youth of the parish, a thriving ministry has been built and 
continues to be renewed with new members by showing 
the children of the parish that there’s an active and 
important role for them at every liturgy.

BAPTISM COORDINATORS 
Baptism coordinators conduct baptism preparation classes 
and are present with families at the Mass where their 
child is baptized. At the Mass, they assist families with the 
practical details, assist the priest with the sacramental 
details, and ensure that all the objects needed for the 
rite are present. In 2019-20, 25 Anglo and 20 Hispanic 
baptisms were coordinated before stopping for Lent and 
then COVID-19. The ministry ensured that each baptism 
celebration was beautiful and meaningful for the families 
as well as for the gathered assembly.

ENVIRONMENT AND ART COMMITTEE 
Committee members enhance the worship spaces by 
creating an environment which draws worshipers in on 
a spiritual level through decorations appropriate to each 
liturgical season. The Environment and Art Committee 
maintained a high standard of excellence in a year 
marked by challenges as the parish underwent new and 
difficult circumstances. The Committee took on additional 
responsibilities for decorating the newly dedicated St. John 
Fisher Chapel on the South Campus. They began the year 
adding a beautiful, specially ordered, woven, dark green 
fabric behind the tabernacle. Fall decorations were added 
in November and they decorated both the church and 
chapel for Christmas. When St Thomas More switched to 
livestreaming Masses from the St. John Fisher Chapel, as a 
result of COVID-19, the Committee showed flexibility and 
creativity in developing plans for suitable decorations while 
adhering to social distancing and gathering restrictions. 
Major responsibilities for the year ended with Committee 
members helping with the outdoor Masses, which began 
on Pentecost Sunday.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Extraordinary Ministers serve Christ who is present in 
the assembly by ministering His Body and Blood to their 
sisters and brothers and by taking Communion to those 
members who, through sickness, old age, or other causes 
are prevented from taking part in the Mass. Over 200 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion served at 
the English Masses to ensure the assembly received the 
body and blood of Christ. More than 80 Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion serve in the Hispanic 
ministry with 10 more people trained and commissioned 
last year. Some Extraordinary Ministers gave of their time 
to ensure our homebound members received the Eucharist 
and were assured of being remembered as part of our 
parish community. Deacon Bob Troy and Jane Kyle had 
a successful retreat for about 50 Extraordinary Ministers 
and Mass Coordinators. Procedures were reviewed and 
many questions and shared concerns were discussed and 

The mission of the Liturgy Portfolio is to support the approximately 560 liturgical celebrations throughout 
the year ensuring that the church is appropriately decorated, the liturgies are properly supported and 
smoothly orchestrated, so that all participants, both parishioners and guests, feel welcome and have a 
meaningful worship experience.

Through their service, members of the ministries within the Liturgy Portfolio personify the parish mission of 
being intentional disciples of Jesus who pray, serve, and spread His gospel with joy!
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addressed. Deacon Bob clarified the Diocesan guidelines 
for Extraordinary Ministers and Mass coordinators. It 
was good to spend time together praying and sharing 
fellowship.

MASS COORDINATORS 
For Sunday liturgies, Mass Coordinators ensure that all 
Altar Servers, Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, and gift-
bearers are present and ready for celebration of Mass. 
Eight active and 10 substitute Mass Coordinators or 
“human resource managers” ensured that all individuals 
needed for the smooth celebration of Masses were present, 
and if not, quickly found substitutes. Their behind-the-
scenes work contributed significantly to our beautiful 
liturgical celebrations.

QUINCEAÑERA COORDINATORS 
Coordinators assist with Quinceañera rehearsals and 
Masses at St. Thomas More. Working in teams of two 
the ministry members assist with running the rehearsal, 
help set up the church, the processional and Eucharistic 
procession, and provide other assistance as needed. 
Sixteen girls celebrated their Quinceañeras in 2019, but 
none were celebrated in the first half of 2020 due to 
COVID-19. Ministry coordinators ensured that the practical 
details related to each Quinceañera liturgy were executed 
smoothly, contributing greatly to a beautiful and joyful 
celebration and reduced stress for each family.

READERS 
Readers proclaim the Word of God at the Mass in a 
clear persuasive way with interpretive emphasis so that 
the faithful may discover anew God’s Word alive in our 
assembly. The ministry has 73 English-Mass and 40 
Spanish-Mass Readers. This year six new Anglo Readers 
were added and trained. Four young adults were trained 
and are now active Readers at the 1:30 Mass in Spanish. 
Due to COVID-19 social distancing and inside gathering 
restrictions, a very limited group of Readers were used for 
the livestreamed Masses from the St. John Fisher Chapel 
and the outside Masses behind the school. Throughout 
the year there was continued new interest in the ministry 
to proclaim God’s Word during the liturgy with dedication, 
understanding, enthusiasm, and joy.

SACRISTANS 
Sacristans prepare and manage the church, sanctuary, 
and altar for Masses by ensuring the liturgical elements 
including books, vestments, candles, and other items are 
in place to facilitate the beautiful and smooth celebration 
of every Mass. They also assist the Celebrant as needed 
during Mass. The 16 sacristans quietly and “invisibly” did 
outstanding work that went into the celebration of the 
dedication of the new St. John Fisher Chapel in November 
2019 and the livestream Masses during the COVID-19 
pandemic.
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ST. BENEDICT HOSPITALITY MINISTERS (GREETERS)
St Benedict Ministers see the presence of Christ in all who 
enter and endeavor to make parishioners and visitors 
feel welcome and comfortable as the Community gathers 
for Eucharistic celebrations and funeral liturgies. The 24 
“greeters” set the worship tone, with a welcoming smile 
and warm hello, for everyone who walked through the 
doors at St. Thomas More for a liturgical celebration. They 
truly practiced intentional discipleship in endeavoring to 
ensure that all felt welcome in our community.

ST. MATTHEW MINISTERS 
(OFFERTORY COLLECTION USHERS)
During Mass, St Matthew Ministers distribute baskets and 
collect the gifts offered by the congregation and present 
them to God. After Mass, they log and secure collections 
and count the donations. The passing of collection baskets 
at Mass is a reminder to all present that Christ asks us to 
share His gifts of treasure given to us by Him so that we, 
as intentional disciples, can continue to do His work in the 
world. Also collected are individual intentions that reflect 
parishioners’ sufferings, accomplishments, hurts, and joys. 
St Matthew Ministers collected and counted approximately 
$1,300,000 in donations. About 60% of donations received 
by St. Thomas More was collected at Masses (the other 
40% came from automated gifts, stock gifts, IRA gifts, and 
gifts from Charitable funds). Offertory Gift Ministers (37) 
distributed and collected offertory baskets, gathering both 
monetary gifts and parishioner intentions. After Mass, the 

St. Matthew Ministers logged and secured the collection. 
Offertory Count Team Ministers (15) ensured the accurate 
accounting of donations gathered during the Offertory 
collection from over 275 Masses.

WEDDING COMMITTEE 
Committee members assist at wedding rehearsals and 
wedding liturgies. Working in groups of two to three, the 
members help set up the church, assist with the rehearsal 
and the processional, help with the Eucharistic procession, 
and provide other assistance as needed. The Wedding 
Committee assisted with 6 Anglo and 21 Hispanic 
weddings since July 2019, including the first wedding 
in the St. John Fisher Chapel. Celebrating weddings in 
the new chapel required extra planning, creativity, and 
training. The ministry members’ presence contributed 
greatly to reassuring the families—who often are feeling 
stressed—that everything was under control. Hispanic 
weddings continued at high pace similar to the previous 
two years. The wedding calendar for 2020 was scheduled 
to be very busy, but due to COVID-19 the spring weddings 
were postponed or held in a way that didn’t require the 
Wedding Committee.
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MUSIC MINISTRIES:

We are comprised of musicians of varying ages, 
experiences, and backgrounds. Our mission is to enrich, 
inspire, and engage the faith community through songs 
of celebration during all Masses, Holy Days, and special 
events.

This year we were forced to suspend large groups and 
choirs in mid-March, resulting in a smaller, musically-
limited Triduum and Easter season. We adapted to live 
streamed and outdoor Masses, balancing our desire for 
inspiring liturgical music with the safety of our musicians 
and congregation. During the pandemic, ensembles 
continued to meet through regular video calls, and the 
music ministry formed various ways to engage the church 
community virtually during the quarantine. In May a 
special Mother’s Day Melodies program was livestreamed, 
and several virtual choir videos were created, including a 
combined music ministry bilingual song acknowledging Fr. 
Chris Koehn before his departure to St Mary Magdalene 
Parish in July.

The ministry of the CANTOR is to lead the congregation in 
song. Through their singing, they inspire and encourage 
the community to join in singing with one voice. They assist 
at weekly Masses, holy days, weddings, funerals, and 
special events.

THE CELEBRATION SINGERS, led by Barbara Reynolds, 
sing Sundays at 9:15AM Mass and rehearse Tuesdays, 
7:30 to 9:30PM. Love of music and sung prayer unite 
them as a “choir family.” In the 2019-2020 season, the 
approximately 35-member choir sang for Christmas, 
combined Feast Days, and STM’s “Come and See” parish 
retreat. Their repertoire includes contemporary, gospel and 
classical music. For community outreach, they participated 
in the Christmas adopt-a-family program and provided 
transportation and meals for choir family members in need.

THE CHELSEA CHIMES HANDBELL CHOIR, led by Music 
Director Sarah Franco, brings the splendor of bells and 
chimes to our liturgies. The ensemble rings monthly at 
Saturday 5:15PM Mass and rehearses on Thursdays from 

7:00 to 8:30PM. Two new members joined this year, and 
the choir continues to welcome anyone who is interested.

THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR, led by Teresa Leiser, sings twice 
monthly at Saturday 5:15PM Mass and Christmas Eve. 
This year, because of the pandemic, they were unable to 
sing on Palm Sunday, which is normally their custom. The 
approximately 25-member choir accepts children from 
grades 2 through 12, and rehearses Saturday afternoon, 
where singers learn to use their voices correctly and 
become part of the liturgy. Each summer approximately 
three singers attend the Royal School of Church Music 
Course. Two longtime members graduated from high 
school this year, each singing in the group for nine years!

THE CORO SANTA CECILIA, led by Marianne Kremer, sings 
at the 1:30PM Sunday Mass in Spanish and at bilingual 
Holy Day liturgies. Rehearsals are Fridays at 7:30PM. They 
feature the psalm–singing of talented Spanish children. 
Additionally, during the pandemic the St. Cecilia cantors 
started providing music at the Thursday 6:30PM Spanish 
Mass.

THE PAZ Y ALEGRIA CHOIR, led by Pavelid Castañeda, 
leads the 1:30PM Mass once a month, and adds their 
voices and instruments to our festive bilingual Masses 
on Holy Days. Rehearsals are Tuesdays, 7:00 to 9:00PM. 
During the pandemic, the choir started playing at the 
outdoor Spanish Vigil Mass every Saturday.

THE SCHOLA CANTORUM, led by Music Director, Sarah 
Franco, sings at 11:15AM Sunday Mass and rehearses 
Wednesdays from 7:00 to 8:30PM. The approximately 
45-person choir sings a wide variety of musical styles 
but leans toward a traditional and classical repertoire. 
This year they welcomed three new singers, sang for the 
Midnight Mass on Christmas, and joined voices with other 
parish ensembles for combined Feast Days and liturgies.

In the ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL CHOIR, led by Angela 
Sigl, children learn to use their voices in prayer, singing for 
weekly school liturgies, biannual Sunday Masses, and at 
combined-grade Christmas programs in December.
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COMMUNITY

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRIES

FUNERAL RELATED MINISTRIES:

FUNERAL CARE TEAM worked with the clergy and 
pastoral staff to assist families in planning funeral liturgies. 
Twelve funeral team members provided pastoral care for 
34 funeral services last year.

FUNERAL HOSPITALITY MINISTERS endeavored to make 
parishioners and visitors feel welcome and comfortable as 
they gathered at St Thomas More for funeral liturgies of 
their friends and loved ones.

FUNERAL MASS COORDINATORS assisted the clergy and 
parish staff to ensure that liturgical ministers, materials, 
and processes were in place on the day of the funeral 
liturgy. 

FUNERAL RECEPTION MINISTRY: In 2019 there were 
21 funeral receptions. The year 2020 began with three 
in January and two in February. Due to restrictions 
necessitated by the pandemic, members of the Funeral 
Reception Ministry found unique ways to show care for 
families that could not gather together to grieve, share 
stories, and look at pictures that commemorate the life 
of their loved ones. Mindful of safety precautions, meals 
for local parishioners were left “on the porch.” For other 
families there were phone calls, letters, and donations to 
particular causes.

GETHSEMANE MINISTRY: Members kept watch over 76 
Columbarium niches, when they were opened in the Spring 
and Fall for engraving, during which time they prayed, sat 
in contemplation, read or journaled.

POST-FUNERAL RELATED MINISTRIES:

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUPS (SEASONS OF HOPE 
SERIES): The Seasons of Hope Bereavement Ministry 
was only able to have two sessions in 2019-20 due to a 
shortage of facilitators. Nonetheless, ministers worked 
with roughly a dozen people in total to help them on their 
journey of grieving the loss of a loved one. The most recent 
session was suspended due to the COVID-19 situation, but 
sessions will hopefully restart later in 2020 once it is safe 
to do so.

CORRESPONDENCE: In conjunction with the pastor and 

parish staff, members of the Bereavement Correspondence 
Ministry offered prayers and sent cards, monthly letters, 
and grief-help materials in support of 169 grieving 
families this year during the 2019-20 year. This ministry of 
compassion is very well received by people going through 
a painful time.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE 
AMERICAS COURT AVE MARIA
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas (CDA) Court 
Ave Maria participated in activities to enhance spiritual 
development of its 56 members and provide outreach to 
the parish and community. This year’s spiritual activities 
included hosting a weekly Rosary; praying the Rosary 
before monthly meetings; and conducting a memorial 
service honoring loved ones with prayers, songs, and a 
candlelight ceremony in November. After confinement due 
to COVID-19, the Catholic Daughters stayed connected 
by praying the Rosary and Stations of the Cross via 
Zoom, joined other prayer groups online, and sent emails 
requesting prayers for special intentions; e.g., surgeries 
or illness of members or their families. Service activities 
included bake sales; preparing food and assisting with 
the Advent Celebration; adopting families for Christmas; 
assisting the Knights of Columbus with the Pancake 
Breakfasts and Fish Frys; providing rose bushes at Mary’s 
shrine; sponsoring contests (art, poetry and essays) with 
the themes “Blessed are the Peacemakers” and “Living in 
Harmony with Others;” and sending letters to Elementary 
Faith Development fifth graders offering encouragement 

The ministries within the Community Portfolio provide St. Thomas More parishioners with opportunities 
to engage with others—often those from outside our faith community—through shared spiritual, social, 
celebratory and service endeavors that speak to the intentionality of living as a disciple of Christ. Listed 
below are ways that members of our ministries pray, serve and spread the gospel with joy. Information 
and contacts for community ministries and groups may be found at www.stmchapelhill.org/community.
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in preparation for Middle School; and Junior High Youth 
Ministry. Donations were made to parish, local and 
national organizations from funds raised from last year’s 
activities. It wasn’t all prayer and service; there was a 
social aspect, too. In addition to the usual pot luck suppers 
and monthly meetings (two online via Zoom), there was 
a lively brunch for CDA Sunday, a Christmas party with 
karaoke, dinner after attending Mass together at the Holy 
Name of Jesus Cathedral, and an evening with Elisabeth 
von Trapp in concert.

CATHOLIC MOTHER’S NETWORK BIBLE 
STUDY AND PLAY GROUP
The St. Thomas More Catholic Mother’s Network offers 
a weekly Bible study for mothers of the parish every 
Friday morning from 9:30 – 11:00 AM in the Parish Center. 
Mothers with infants and preschoolers bring their children 
who play while the adults read and discuss the current 
Bible Study. (Grandmothers are welcomed too!) The group 
completed the “Walking With Purpose” Opening Your 
Heart study by Lisa Brenninkmeyer earlier this year. A 
Lenten group discussion of Henri Nouwen’s, Can You Drink 
the Cup? was begun, but it was not feasible to continue the 
study once all the children were home in quarantine during 
the Covid-19 outbreak. Weekly Friday morning meetings 
continued via Zoom with discussion of the upcoming 
Sunday Mass readings. The online meetings worked well 
for most of the mothers and helped keep the group
united in fellowship to share God’s Word and prayerfully 
support one another during the difficult pandemic time.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
The St. Thomas More Women’s Book Club met to pray the 
Holy Rosary and discuss the book selection in January, 
February, and March. No meetings were held after the 
COVID-19 quarantine began.

DINNER CLUB
The 2019-2020 year began well with a large number of 
dinner groups formed and good food, fun and fellowship in 
each other’s home; but the gatherings stopped due to the 
viral outbreak, which also leaves Dinner Club plans up in 
the air for the 2020-21 year.

FRIENDS IN FAITH
The Friends in Faith Group continued to bring together 
parishioners age 50 and older for activities, celebrations 
and prayer to strengthen the social bonds and build on the 
foundation of an active senior life. Activities were social in 
nature and appropriate for singles and married couples. 
Members met for monthly luncheons and social gatherings, 
which included videos, speakers and other activities, 
as well as for a Christmas Party and outings to various 
venues. Leaders of other parish ministries and staff at St. 
Thomas More attended meetings as guests to provide 
an avenue for two-way sharing of ministry and mission. 
Covid-19 limited the group’s activities since March, but 
they look forward to gathering again to share friendship 
and faith when it is safe to do so.

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY
The Hospitality Ministry provided an opportunity for 
fellowship and refreshments after three of the Sunday 
masses on August 25 and January 19. Three additional 
events had to be cancelled: November 17 due to conflict 
with the South Campus Open House, and March 22 and 
May 17 due to COVID-19. Four to six volunteers worked 
during each of four 2-hour shifts to prepare the food and 
beverages including coffee, tea, assorted pastries, fresh 
fruit and fresh baked scones. In addition, after the 1:30 
Mass, a dedicated group of volunteers served hand-made 
Mexican specialties such as tamales and pan de hojaldra 
with chicken mole. Approximately 800 parishioners 
attended on each Sunday. These events continue to be 
very popular social events at St Thomas More.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER TEAM
Despite limitations from the pandemic and inability to 
gather in person, the St. Thomas More Intercessory 
Prayer Team continued to pray from home for the needs 
of parishioners, the parish and for those beyond. While 
the Team has no idea how many lives their prayers have 
affected, they do know that people appreciate being 
prayed for. It gives them hope during hard times. The Lord 
shows His grace through the answered prayers reported to 
the Team, and through their ministry, they will continue to 
serve, support and build community at St. Thomas More.
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IRON SHARPENS IRON
Men of St. Thomas More come together for the common 
purpose of growing in their relationship with God and His 
Church while encouraging and challenging one another to 
imitate the heroic, self-sacrificial love of Christ in their lives. 
The group’s mission is to pray, serve and spread the Gospel 
with joy as disciples of Jesus Christ. They accomplish this 
through weekly fellowship, study, reflection, discussion, 
prayer and service to the Church and community. The year 
began with, “Thomas Aquinas in 50 Pages”, by Taylor 
Marshall, which took the Fall season to complete. In early 
2020 the men studied “The Four Last Things - Death, 
Judgment, Hell and Heaven”, by Fr. Martin Von Cochem, 
and during Lent completed Bishop Robert Barron’s, “Letter 
to a Suffering Church.” They completed the catechetical 
year with Father Kapaun’s Pilgrimage Series through 
FORMED. Several members participated in the 40 Days for 
Life Campaign with prayer vigils held weekly at Planned 
Parenthood in Chapel Hill. With COVID-19 effecting group 
meetings in March, April and May, the group continued 
to meet weekly with Zoom Web Meetings to finish their 
agenda with great success. They plan to use this format 
throughout the time of restricted gathering to stay 
connected and explore more material.

JOBS NETWORK OF ST. THOMAS MORE
The JOBS NETWORK of St. Thomas More is a support 
group that meets at 8:30 AM on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
of each month in the Parish Center. The mission is to help 
those with job or career search and related activities such 
as networking, resumes, and interviewing skills. Since July 
2019, JOBS NETWORK meetings had attracted 20-to-28 
people with the exception of December when attendance 
swelled to 55! Beginning in March 2020, virtual meetings 
were held and the numbers of people joining in increased. 
On May 9, 35 people went online via Zoom, provided 
background information and described how others could 
help them. The guest speaker – the Senior Director of 
Human Resources, Global Supply Chain for Teleflex, Inc. -- 
presented and facilitated a discussion on Interviewing both 
Virtually and In-Person. In the COVID-19 environment, the 
JOBS NETWORK ministry expects to continue growing.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 10910
Council 10910 received the highest national Knights of 
Columbus Award during the 2018-19 fraternal year and 
was well on its way again during 2019-20. Pancake 
Breakfasts and Lenten Fish Fries were staple activities 
– successful even with the limiting effects of COVID. 
New activities this year included supporting the Home 
and School Association’s HallowFest and Oktoberfest. 
Unfortunately, the eagerly awaited presentation by Chris 
Stefanick had to be canceled at the start of Coronavirus.

Annual Fundraising: The most visible arm of fundraising 
is the Knights of Columbus LAMB “Least Among My 
Brethren”, program with its hallmark Tootsie Rolls, which 
supports those with intellectual disabilities. Through 
LAMB, over $6,000 was dispersed to community programs 
including ARC of the Triangle ($350), Orange County 
Special Olympics ($3,000), Voices Together ($350), 
Chatham Trades, Inc. ($350), and Central Carolina First in 
Families ($2000). For the first time this year, the Pancake 
Breakfasts teamed up with Best Buddy Brews (B³) to 
serve specialty coffee. B³ is a program started at UNC to 
provide marketable skills for individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. During COVID, Council 
10910 donated $6,000 to support different organizations 
providing pandemic-related relief, including $3,000.00 
to St Thomas More, $1,500.00, to the Inter-Faith Council 
(IFC), and $1,500 to the Supreme Global COVID relief fund. 
Council 10910 also proudly supported Diocese of Raleigh 
seminarian, now transitional deacon, Tyler Sparrow.

Men in Knights of Columbus Council 10910 have had 
a consistent presence in many activities at St Thomas 
More: the youth Soccer Challenge and Free Throw 
Championship; working with the St. Michael the Defender 
Ministry in safety preparedness; donating food to the 
Women’s Shelter; financial support for transportation for 
youth ministry trips; attending State and National Pro-Life 
Marches; supporting 40 Days of Life vigils in Raleigh and 
Chapel Hill; and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
rosary prayer groups. The Council continues to seek parish 
activities and local organizations to which they can provide 
their support, and they invite adult men from STM to join.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4TH DEGREE 
DIVINE MERCY ASSEMBLY 3005
Assembly 3005 received the national Knights of Columbus 
Civic Award for conducting four varied patriotic programs 
during the fraternal year, July 1, 2019-June, 30, 2020.  
Other major activities:

• supported Divine Mercy Sunday with Divine Mercy 
tapestry for a virtual devotion

• provided honor guard and pallbearer services during 
funerals prior to COVID-19 restrictions

• supported seminarians through a Christmas raffle 
fundraiser. $500 stipends were presented to two 
Seminarians in the Diocese of Raleigh

• participated during all Masses as Eucharistic Ministers, 
St. Mathew Ministers, St. Michael the Defender 
Ministers (prior to COVID-19 restrictions)

• supported other ministries including Habitat for 
Humanity, and homebound and hospital ministries

• supported Homeless Veterans at the Durham VA 
Hospital with donations of $600 for winter coats and 
$200 Walmart gift cards

• supported Pro-Life activities at STM and the local 
community, and through Knights of Columbus efforts

• provided a STM School graduating student with a 
$100 Citizenship Award.

PASTORAL PHONE CALL MINISTRY
Volunteers made regular phone contact with parishioners 
who have expressed a need for prayer and pastoral support 
from the STM community. Three new volunteers were 
added this year. When restrictions were imposed due to the 
pandemic, new volunteers were recruited from the parish 
community to make regular weekly check-in calls to many of 
STM’s older adults to provide them with additional support 
and connection while they remain isolated.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Since June 2019, the Prayer Shawl Ministry added six new 
members! In the fall, a small group took hats and scarves 
they had created (and sweatshirts) to Saint Joseph’s 
Church in Burgaw - one of the areas hard-hit by 2019’s 
hurricanes. Even though they didn’t gather together at 
STM after March due to pandemic restrictions, the ladies 
continued to create shawls, hats, and scarves from home; 
but as the period of COVID restrictions continued, the 

group began to meet outdoors with social distancing to 
continue their ministry and share prayers and fellowship. 

SAN ISIDRO LABRADOR GARDEN
The gardeners of the San Isidro Labrador (SIL) garden 
were blessed with another fun and productive year in their 
8th year of organic gardening and food distribution. They 
created a fertile and attractive patch using no chemicals 
or fossil fuels, only good compost and leaf mulch. In that 
small patch, the gardeners enjoyed each other as they 
worked and talked, even during the pandemic while 
wearing masks and maintaining physical distance. They 
will resume their regular distribution after the 1:30PM 
Mass to benefit parishioners when the indoor Masses 
resume. Last year the gardeners were able to distribute an 
estimated 1700 pounds of fresh produce. They also hope 
to be able to help those who wish to start a garden, even 
just a few containers, so that more can enjoy growing and 
eating their own vegetables. Hopefully, all parishioners 
can enjoy the beauty of the garden and appreciate what 
can be done using organic practices and no chemicals or 
fossil fuels. All of this demonstrates one more way to Care 
for Creation, serving both the poor and the environment. 
The gardeners are always ready to welcome novice 
or experienced gardeners who want to enjoy working 
together, building organic soil, seeding and growing a 
variety of vegetables and flowers.

SOFTBALL TEAM
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the STM Softball Team did 
not play in the Church League Softball over the summer. 
At the time of publication, several “virtual” practices were 
planned to maintain connection among team members.
 
WOMEN’S GROUP
The Women’s Group met on the first Thursday of each 
month after the 12:15PM Mass to enjoy each other’s 
company, share food and spiritual nourishment, and 
affirm support for one another and the parish community. 
Total membership is approximately 25-30 members, with 
about 12-15 at each meeting. As they have been doing 
for decades, the Women’s Group prayed for needs of the 
parish, the sick, and any current need, e.g. vocations. This 
year, the women collected socks for the Inter-Faith Council 
and invited new ideas for helping the STM community.
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Our Parish is home to around 925 families with Spanish as their primary language. Here are the wonderful 
results of this diversity in our community:

HISPANIC MINISTRIES

Bilingual liturgical celebrations and events that allow 
parishioners to express their faith as one community 
speaking two languages, such as, Paschal Triduum, 
Patronal Feast, Feast of the Assumption and Immaculate 
Conception, All Saints and All Souls days and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.

A growing number of bilingual children and teens attend 
Faith Development and Sacramental Preparation, 
especially in Elementary and Junior Youth Ministries.

A significant number of bilingual parishioners (around 25) 
volunteer as Catechists or Assistant Catechists in the Faith 
Development Program.

Eighteen adults have fulfilled their Christian Initiation 
through a Spanish Adult Faith Formation Program by 
receiving Confirmation and First Eucharist.

An average of 7 children per month have been baptized 
at monthly Baptism Celebration in Spanish from July 2019 
until March 2020. There were no Baptism ceremonies from 
April thru June due Covid19.

There were about 16 Spanish-speaking volunteers visiting 
the sick and homebound. From April 2019 hospital and 
homebound visitations has been halted.

A Virtual Marian retreat was celebrated on May 02 
2020, with about 70 participants connected through 
STMHispanos Facebook page .Most of participants also 
follow and completed the consecration to the sacred heart 
of Jesus, through the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Since May 2020 a daily Facebook live Rosary in Spanish is 
offered by parishioners at 7:00 p.m.

There was spiritual preparation of 16 young women and 
celebration of their Quinceañeras.

Twelve couples completed sacramental preparation and 
celebrated their marriages at our church. Most of 2020 
scheduled Weddings has been postponed to 2021.

The Catholic Hispanic Parents ministry (Escuela de Padres) 
provided formation on parenting according to the Word of 
God and Catholic Church teachings. This ministry meets in 
conjunction with Elementary Faith Development classes on 
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certain Sundays.

Two Retreats were held in 2019 one for men in September 
and another for women in October, under the spirituality 
of “Retreats of Emmaus” with 50 participants at each of 
them.

On March 13-17, 2020, the fourth Alvernia Retreat for 
Couples was held at Camp Dixie in Fayetteville under 
the spiritual direction of Fr. Pablo Cisneros, OFM. Twenty 
couples participated in this experience.

In partnership with “El Centro Hispano” and supported 
by Chapel Hill and Carrboro Mayors, along with Chapel 
Hill and Carrboro Police Departments, the Faith ID Card 
program continued last year. This successful community 
program provides a way for the Police Department to 
foster connection to the Hispanic immigrant community 
living in this area. About 50 new and renewed Faith ID 
cards have been issued at St Thomas More Faith ID events 
hosted in fall 2019.

The young adults group, Alvernia, organized the 
“Valentine’s Latin Night” on February 14, with dinner, 
music and many surprises.

Two Safe Environment Training sessions in Spanish were 
held with about 40 people attending. There are more 
certified volunteers committed with providing a safe place 
for children of our community.

On November 3rd , the St Thomas More annual “Health 
Fair” took place. About 250 people received free health 
services such as dentistry, vision evaluation, and blood 
pressure and blood sugar checks. Attendees had the 
opportunity to consult with experts in nutrition and 
physical therapy. Additionally, St Thomas More –with 
support from the UNC Student Health Action Coalition 
(SHAC) Clinic -- continues to offer a monthly monitoring 
program to help people keep their blood sugar and blood 
pressure in control.
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EVANGELIZATION
Evangelization is the action of the entire Church, which proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people. 
The mission of this portfolio is catechetical, spiritual, and educational, seeking to inculcate within our 
parishioners an abiding sense of genuine Christian living as handed down and taught by the Church. By 
doing so, we hope to impact our neighborhoods, our places of work, and the broader community at large 
by spreading the Gospel.

ADULT FAITH DEVELOPMENT
Team members have worked together to develop a plan 
for comprehensive Adult Faith Development at St. Thomas 
More for the next three years. As the plan is written, there 
are three themes of focus, one per year, with large group 
speaker topics as well as study programs that will work 
well within the framework of the themes. The team has 
assembled a wide range of opportunities for adults in 
the parish to grow in their faith and become Intentional 
Disciples. Moving forward, Laura Stewart will be the 
administrative leader who will manage and coordinate 
these efforts.

AWAKENING FAITH
Many Catholics who have drifted away from the practice 
of their faith eventually feel a call to return home. Some, 
however, may face barriers to that return: questions or 
concerns about Church teaching, life experiences, etcetera. 
The Awakening Faith program provides inactive Catholics 
with a safe, small-group, Christ-centered environment 
where questions and concerns about God, faith, Scripture, 
or any other relevant topic can be unpacked and explored. 
In 2019-20, three sessions, each consisting of six meetings, 
were held, and four individuals returned to the Church.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The Baptism Preparation Ministry (for the children of 
English-speaking parents) continues in its mission to help 
parents and godparents prepare for this sacramental 
celebration for their children. They gratefully welcomed 
new facilitators in 2019-20.

CATECHUMENATE (RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION OF ADULTS)
RCIA continues as an active ministry at St. Thomas More, 
guiding adults along the path towards reception into 
the Catholic Church. Six catechists and a steady flow 
of individuals meet each Sunday for catechesis as they 
discern God’s call in their lives. The fruit of this ministry 
is on display each year at the Easter Vigil Mass, when 
those who complete the process are welcomed into full 
communion with the Church.

CATHOLIC SUNDAY SCHOOL
This group meets every Sunday after the 9:15AM Mass 
to discuss papal documents of particular significance to 
the life of the Church. They typically cover two or three 
documents per year. This ministry is a great opportunity 
for those who would like to delve into magisterial texts and 
explore specific instantiations of Church teaching.

MINISTRIES AND GROUPS FOR ADULTS
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CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP - “LIFE IN 
CHRIST”
The Life in Christ Charismatic Prayer Group continued to 
steer people toward intentional discipleship in its third year 
of operations since inception in the late 2017. It helped 
parishioners grow in their spiritual journey by creating an 
environment of prayer and praise that allowed the Holy 
Spirit to speak powerfully to their hearts. In the past year, 
they discussed topics such as faith in the early Church, the 
Holy Spirit’s witness in evangelization, study of charisms 
of the Holy Spirit and charismatic gifts, Repentance 
and Faith, Examination of Conscience and Study of the 
Sacraments – specifically Baptism, the Holy Eucharist and 
Reconciliation. Members learned and shared aspects of 
the gifts, fruits and charisms of the Holy Spirit, which they 
can imbibe in all aspects of their daily life. In the months 
since pandemic restrictions began, the Group continued 
to operate through online prayer meetings conducted on 
Zoom and was blessed by the presence of the Vincentian 
Priests and lay teachers from within the Diocese of Raleigh 
who joined their Prayer Meetings. In September 2019, the 
Group partnered with the Diocese of Raleigh’s Catholic 
Charismatic Services to host the largest Diocesan Healing 
Prayer Conference to-date. Around 320 Participants from 
various Catholic Churches in the Diocese gathered in 
Worship, Healing Prayer, Adoration and Holy Mass in the 
Friends and Family Hall for this day-long conference. There 
were about 33 documented testimonies from participants 
who either received healing or had a profound experience 
of the Holy Spirit during this conference. Normal onsite 
meetings were held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of 
every month for about 1½ to 2 hours. Now, enabled with 
online meetings via Zoom, the Group meets weekly every 
Tuesday between 6:30 – 8:30 pm. The Charismatic Prayer 
Group draws inspiration from I Corinthians 12:8-10 and 
CCC 2003 that talk about special graces called Charisms 
that are intended for the common good of the Church.

“COME AND SEE” RETREAT
The fourth Annual Come and See Retreat was held 
February 22-23rd, 2020 in the Friends and Family Hall. The 
Holy Spirit deeply touched the hearts of people during this 
retreat. Attendees heard powerful first-hand testimonials 
from fellow parishioners followed by small group 
reflections. The choir sang God’s praises through their 
wonderful songs and music. Participants also celebrated 
Mass together and experienced great fellowship. This 
was the largest retreat to date, with 140 attendees, that 
comprised 81 retreatants, 33 retreat Team members, 20 
choir team members and 6 prayer team members. With 
a significant rise in the year-to-year growth rate and 
the highest rate of new attendees (61%) this year, the 
Retreat has become an effective medium for advancing 
the Parish’s overarching goal of intentional discipleship. 
An overwhelming majority (95%) of the attendees 
responded felt that the Retreat enhanced their prayer 
experience and had a positive impact on their spirituality. 
Analysis of retreatants’ feedback indicated that they were 
impressed with key areas such as sharing in small groups, 
the prayer experience, new prayer practices/methods, 
heartfelt testimonies, their journey with the Holy Spirit and 
fellowship.

ENLIGHTENING FAITH
Enlightening Faith is a small group that meets after 
12:15PM Wednesday Mass and Adoration. With the 
Holy Spirit in their hearts, participants prepared for the 
coming Sunday Mass by having an in-depth discussion of 
the upcoming readings. By using current Catholic biblical 
commentaries, they considered the biblical historic period, 
cultural influences, geography, and other factors that 
guided them in Christ’s precious footsteps. Religious art 
added insight to the readings. The group had reflective 
discussions of how the Word was understood in the 
past, how it has been carried through the ages and how 
it is applied to our current lives and life situations. All are 
invited to join and travel with God through the Scriptures 
to understand his divine message.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
The purpose of this ministry, supported by Jennifer Bartnik 
in the Parish Office, is to prepare engaged couples for 
the Catholic vocation of marriage through mentoring and 
discussion using a prescribed curriculum. The engaged 
couples meet once in a large group setting to learn 
about the theology of marriage, then several times with 
a sponsor couple, who share their experiences of their 
sacramental married life with the engaged couple, using 
the For Better& For Ever resource.

In the 2019 – 2020 fiscal year, the ministry accomplished 
the following:

• 34 engaged couples entered the marriage preparation 
process (compared with 13 last fiscal year. This does 
not include the Latino engaged couples that Deacon 
Luis and his team works with.)

• Five new sponsor couples were trained and added 
to the ministry which now totals 13 active sponsor 
couples.

• The introductory large-group meetings with the 
new engaged couples and the one-on-one meetings 
between sponsor and engaged couples were moved to 
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Zoom or other electronic platforms.
• A sponsor couple fellowship/continuing education 

session was held in the fall to discuss challenges, 
strategies, and new ideas for the evolution of the 
ministry.

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY
The Respect Life Ministry at St. Thomas More plans 
programs and activities according to the pastoral plan 
for pro-life activities developed by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) including 
education, pastoral care, public policy and prayer and 
worship. Activities during the past year include the 
following:

• In October, the Respect Life Ministry and the Abuse 
Response Team co-sponsored the 6th annual Rosary 
Novena for Peace and Healing. On Sunday during the 
novena, a Holy Hour with exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament was held.

• The Ministry financially supported the annual Benefit 
for Life Gala, held every year in October. The gala is 
the major fundraiser for four main pro-life programs in 
the Raleigh diocese: Birthchoice, Project Rachel, Family 
Honor and Project Gabriel.

• In January, together with grades PK-8th and their 
teachers at St. Thomas More Catholic School, the 
Ministry sponsored a diaper and baby clothes drive 
to benefit Catholic Charities, Durham. It was an 
overwhelming success bringing in thousands of diapers 
in addition to diaper wipes, baby clothes and toiletries.

• Throughout the year, the Respect Life Ministry provided 
support for teen moms attending local high schools. 
Through the generosity of many STM parishioners the 
Ministry was able to assist both teen moms and other 
mothers and their babies with needed diapers, formula, 
baby food, baby clothes in addition to financial support 
for other unmet needs.

• In November, the Ministry advertised and promoted the 

biannual Project Rachel retreat, a post-abortion healing 
program in the Raleigh Diocese.

• Beginning Ash Wednesday, the Respect Life Ministry 
sponsored the 40 Days for Life Spring Campaign 
in Chapel Hill. Over 50 persons participated in the 
campaign which consisted of prayer, fasting, public 
education and providing witness to the atrocities 
of abortion by quiet prayer in front of the Planned 
Parenthood clinic in Chapel Hill. While a group of STM 
parishioners were praying a woman about to enter 
Planned Parenthood stopped her car saying that she 
preferred not to have an abortion but could not afford 
to have a baby. When she asked the prayer warriors for 
guidance, they were able to provide her with information 
about local and regional pregnancy care centers. The 
vigil was terminated early this year because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION MINISTRY 
This ministry offers opportunities for individual and group 
spiritual direction, following the spiritual teachings of 
St. Ignatius Loyola. It is a ministry in which one person 
accompanies another in the process of growing in 
awareness of and intimacy with God. The focus is on 
experiences of the Holy One in life and prayer, and the 
ways in which God is communicating. A spiritual director 
meets with participants individually, asks reflective 
questions, and helps guide directees to be attentive to 
God’s nudges, invitations, challenges and confirmations.

• St. Thomas More has eight spiritual directors whose 
profiles are on the parish website. The Ministry 
served over 60 individuals through ongoing monthly 
individual direction; 37 of those individuals are STM 
parishioners. Individuals from other Catholic and 
Protestant communities were also served. The Newman 
Catholic Community and St. Francis Parish in Raleigh 
are developing spiritual direction ministries using the 
processes developed at STM. St Thomas More’s Spiritual 
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Direction Ministry provided information and materials to 
assist.

• Eighteen individuals completed the 19th Annotation, the 
Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life. This prayer journey is a 
commitment to the daily prayer of the Exercises for nine 
months, meeting weekly for small group faith sharing 
and teaching. The prayer journey concluded with an all-
day virtual retreat on May 9th led by Father Jim Bowler, 
SJ.

• The Ministry made a three-year pledge of $5,000 
to the South Campus fund in gratitude for the St. 
Ignatius Room at the South Campus that is used for 
Reconciliation and Spiritual Direction.

• The Spiritual Directors support the Come and See 
Retreat by assisting the 11 speakers for the Retreat 
to develop their faith talks. A Spiritual Autobiography 
Workshop was offered in October to begin the initial 
preparation of the 11 speakers.

• Two parishioners are pursuing their Spiritual Direction 
Certification.

THE BIBLE TIMELINE
The Bible Timeline course was repeated in 2019-20. It 
is a 24-week study that was open to St Thomas More 
parishioners but included participants from other local 
parishes. The Timeline was met with a lot of enthusiasm. 
It began in September 2019 with 50 participants split into 
two groups. The groups met from September through April, 
finishing in a distance-learning format for the last three 
sessions due to COVID-19. What started as an intimate 
group of people has grown by word of mouth into a viable 
group of Christians who are hungry for more knowledge 
about their faith. This is evangelization in action. Some 
participants look forward to studying the book of 
Revelation while others may retake the Bible Timeline 
course. Both programs are planned for the Fall, 2020.

WALKING WITH PURPOSE WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDY
This was a weekly bible study for women. It involved some 
large-group teaching sessions along with weekly small-
group meetings. A group of approximately 40 women 
met for 17 weeks from September through February and 
completed the study “Opening Your Heart: The Starting 
Point.”

YOKEFELLOW PRISON MINISTRY
Prior to the COVID 19 lock down of state prisons, eight St. 
Thomas More ministry volunteers met at Polk Correction 
Institute in Butner for the purpose of listening, sharing, 
caring, encouraging, and communicating God’s love 
to inmates. It is not known when the State will allow 
ministers to return. The State Yokefellow Organization is 
expanding its program to that of assisting individuals who 
leave a prison and return to the community. One Ministry 
member is engaging in this new program.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
The current St. Thomas More Young Adult Ministry was 
formalized in September 2019 with a welcome lunch 
for more than 60 adults between the ages of 21 and 35. 
Members engaged in several activities since then: weekly 
Bible studies for couples, women and men; young adult 
dinner groups; two “Share the Good Brews” events; and 
young adult bowling nights. The larger events were 
coordinated by the newly-formed Durham-Chapel Hill 
Young Adult Ministry, a collaboration among the Catholic 
communities at St. Thomas More, Holy Infant, Immaculate 
Conception and the UNC Newman Center. Bishop Luis 
Rafael joined the group for the second Share the Good 
Brews, and events drew 60 to 100 guests. The Ministry 
was interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, so a weekly 
newsletter was established to keep young adults informed 
and connected to each other and the parish, as well as to 
share online resources.
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MINISTRIES FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH
CATECHUMENATE FOR CHILDREN 
(RCIA-C)
The RCIA-C ministry is the formation process by which 
children who have not been baptized are initiated into 
Catholic faith. For two years children aged 7 and older 
study the Catholic faith and what it means to live that 
faith culminating into a loving relationship with God. At 
the end of two years the children are received into full 
communion with the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. 
Catechist, parents, sponsors, and Godparents help these 
children along their spiritual journey. The St. Thomas More 
parish community also supports them with prayer and their 
living witness of the Catholic faith. RCIA-C meets each 
Sunday during the school year. During their second year of 
preparation, the children attend mass and are dismissed 
after the Liturgy of the Word. This year twelve children were 
prepared to become full members of the Catholic Church 
during the Easter Vigil, but because of Covid-19 they will be 
welcomed into the church in the fall of 2020.

CATHOLIC SCOUTING

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA TROOP 820 
(OCCONEECHEE COUNCIL, 
SHAKORI DISTRICT)
Troop 820 has approximately 55 Scouts ranging in age from 
11 to 18. Over the past year, two Scouts earned the Eagle 
Scout rank and two other Eagle Projects are in progress. 
Troop 820 scouts earned over 100 merit badges. They 
attended a week of Summer Camp in July in Virginia and 
held monthly campouts through February after which they 
were suspended due to the COVID-19 virus. The Troop 
also participated in Parish Pride Day and Scout Sunday at 
St. Thomas More. The virus significantly impacted annual 
recruiting efforts. Summer Camp for 2020 and the planned 
high adventure trip to the Philmont Scout Ranch also had to 
be canceled.

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA  - CUB SCOUT 
PACK 820 (OCCONEECHEE COUNCIL, 
SHAKORI DISTRICT)
Cub Scout Pack 820, affiliated with St. Thomas More 
Catholic Parish, had twenty-seven (27) scouts participate 
over the course of the 2019/2020 school year. The Pack 
had a successful recruiting season that included 12 new 
youth members, and 3 new adult volunteer leaders. The 
Pack enjoyed a weekend trip to Julian Price Memorial 
Park near Blowing Rock, NC which included camping, 
swimming, boating, hiking, fishing, etc. Scouts participated 
in a night hike at Occoneechee Mountain State Park in 
Hillsborough, NC, were in the annual Chapel Hill Holiday 
Parade, and competed in the Pinewood Derby. The Cub 
Scouts toured the NC Botanical Garden in Chapel Hill and 
held its annual Blue & Gold Banquet in March. In response 
to the global pandemic outbreak in March 2020, the Pack 

had to discontinue all social activities, in-person meetings, 
campouts, etc. for the balance of the school year.

THE GIRL SCOUT TROOPS OF ST. THOMAS 
MORE 
Following the national Girl Scout mission statement, 
St Thomas More Girl Scouts formed girls of courage, 
confidence, and character who make the world a better 
place.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, CLOW, occurred during the 
9:15am Mass for children kindergarten through second 
grade. There were between 15-20 children present during 
CLOW with three lead teachers and four assistants who 
rotated leading the program each week. CLOW uses the 
Children Celebrate curriculum, which retells the Gospel 
message in a way that is meaningful for children.
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ELEMENTARY FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
(EFD)

396 children participated in the Elementary Faith 
Development program from Pre-K to Fifth Grade.

167 children received the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
will receive First Communion in the fall of 2020.

EFD had 81 full-time adult and youth volunteers.

Service projects: 

• The children made 500 ornaments for the Advent Giving 
Tree as an EFD community in the STM School Hall and 
enjoyed a cup of hot chocolate with marshmallows to 
celebrate their completion. 

• Elementary Faith Development collected new books for 
the Duke Children’s Hospital Child and Adolescents Life 
Program as their Lenten Service Project.

Special events during 2019-20:

• Fr. Scott McCue and Fr. Chris Koehn held a Q&A session 
with the EFD children. 

• A Christmas Celebration with prayer, song and re-
enactment of the Christmas story was presented by the 
fourth and fifth graders and included an amazing fifth 
grade choir.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation was offered during both 
sessions of EFD by our priests. 

• Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was held in the STM 
Hall for all the children of EFD and their parents. A first! 

• A Hail Mary Prayer Challenge and Bible and Basketball 
Challenge offered prizes for the children who 

participated. 

• Reconciliation Retreats and First Eucharist Retreats 
were held for the children who would be receiving their 
sacraments. 

• The EFD program continued through a weekly FD at 
Home newsletter which included curriculum resources 
and activities for families during the time when they 
could not meet as a faith development community.

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY (JYM)

The Junior High Youth Ministry program enrolled 126 youth 
in grades 6-8 for the 2019-2020 season, with a core team 
of 18 “full-time” catechists and volunteers.

JYM used online materials to provide catechesis based 
on age/grade guidelines from the Diocese of Raleigh and 
continued to educate junior high teens on JPII’s Theology of 
the Body with a curriculum specifically designed for Junior 
High youth and their developmental stage.

JYM utilized speaker series and large group issue nights 
for combined group experiences with TYM, including 
Eucharistic Adoration with Deacon Stephen Yates.

17 (non-traditionally tracked) Junior High youth celebrated 
the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Communion 
and Confirmation.

The Junior Youth Council (JYC) consists of 14 middle school 
youth who helped plan and lead JYM events and service 
projects.

Service and Outreach projects are important to JYM. This 
year included “Canucopia” Thanksgiving food collection, 
assisting the Cookies for Kairos Prison Ministry and 
Christmas Caroling at Carol Woods Assisted Living.
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Social events and time together outside of the classrooms 
provided the JYM youth with opportunities to build 
relationships with their peers in the church. This year teens 
participated in the Fall Festival Social Night, Gingerbread 
House Social and Ash Wednesday “Mass and Bagels”.

In September, JYM joined other middle school youth for the 
3rd Annual Piedmont Deanery Retreat at Camp Chestnut 
Ridge in Efland, NC.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY (TYM)

The High School Youth Ministry Program (TYM) had a total 
of 253 youth in grades 9-12, 35 “full time” team members 
and countless volunteers as part of its base.

Due to Covid-19, Confirmation for 90 teens had to be 
rescheduled for Fall 2020.

Youth ministry hosted the “Fiat” Confirmation Retreat at 
STM for the confirmands. Guest speaker and evangelist, 
Joe Farris, was facilitator for the day.

Part of the Youth Ministry curriculum included 6 ‘Issue 
Nights” where teens discussed topics such as Addiction, 
Faith and Science, Lenten Practices, Respect Life Issues, 
Moral Relativism, and Service. The Ascension Press 
publication called “Chosen” was used in conjunction with 
the Lifeteen Curriculum. Both are designed to provide the 
essential intellectual and spiritual catechesis that is vital to 
Confirmation Prep and based on Diocesan requirements.

As part of the “Youth Speaker Series,” nationally 
recognized youth ministry speakers presented on various 
topics: Dr. John Rose (Moral Relativism), Dr. Chris Clemens 
(Science and Faith), Dr. Stephen Yates (Science and Faith), 
Ms. Adrienne Yates (Canon Law), Ms. Kelcie Stoneking 
(Addiction), Mr. Joe Farris (Evangelist.)

High School Teens planned, implemented, and hosted the 
first ever “Night under the Italian Stars” Pasta Dinner and 
Auction for the parish. Over 250 parishioners and friends 

attended and over $5,000 was raised to send youth 
delegates to NCYC.

Over 30 youth delegates and their chaperones traveled to 
Indianapolis, IN for the National Catholic Youth Convention 
(NCYC.)
Over 40 teens and their chaperones attended the yearly 
March for Life in Washington, DC. The trip included a visit 
to the National Mall and its museums and a rally at the 
“Life is Very Good” event sponsored by the Diocese of 
Arlington.

Only one of the annual “Mass and Meal” events was 
possible. It was well attended by parishioners and led by 
youth ministry teens. Parish young people served in many 
ministerial roles at Mass and, afterwards, over 250 were 
fed a meal before their youth ministry sessions began.

Sacraments for over 20 youth (non-traditionally tracked 
High School youth) preparing for Confirmation and First 
Eucharist had to be postponed until the Fall.

Even though the yearly Mission Trip was cancelled due to 
COVID-19, fundraising efforts such as the Parish Bingo 
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Night brought in necessary donations to curb costs of 
transportation and participation fees for the summer 2020 
trip.

The annual beach retreat was cancelled due to COVID-19.

Teens served the parish through Knights of Columbus, 
Holiday Craft Fair, Pancake Breakfasts, Bake Sales, Altar 
Serving, Caring and Sharing, Mass and Meal Choir, Adopt 
a Family, Habitat for Humanity, PORCH, Halloween 
Carnival, and Respect Life events.

Team Building and Community were emphasized this 
year by hosting several social events for Youth Ministry 
volunteers.

Graduates of the Youth Ministry program were visited by 
youth ministry leaders at their homes and presented with 
graduation gifts, well wishes and prayers.

The High School Youth Leadership Council, consisting of 27 
teens, represented 8 public and private schools in our area. 
Their leadership retreat was held in the Uwharrie National 
Forest at a retreat center there.

Two teens continued to serve on the Pastoral Council 
representing the Youth of the Parish.

St Thomas More youth continue to be leaders with the 
Diocesan-sponsored retreats called SEARCH.

Social Events are crucial in community-building. Teens 
planned and participated in Outdoor movie night, Fall 
Tailgate, Roaring ‘20s Epiphany Party, Spooktacular, 
Reindeer Games, Ash Wednesday Mass and Bagels, 
Summer Bible studies on Zoom and much more.

In August, Georgie Clemens stepped down as the Director 
of Youth Ministry after 21 years of service to the parish.

Kristin Hauser was hired as the new Director of Youth 
Ministry effective August 4, 2020.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
The VBS 2020 program -- Rocky Railway: Jesus Love 
Pulls Us Through -- was cancelled because of COVID-19. 
We pray that VBS will be on track for this program next 
summer.
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St. Thomas More Catholic School, as part of the Catholic 
Community of St. Thomas More, provides an exceptional 
educational experience. We exist to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ, educating children and families in 
the Catholic faith. We welcome all to worship and learn 
with us. Our school provides an innovative approach to 
learning while preserving the strong traditions of our 
faith. We strive to provide opportunities to all families 
to take advantage of our Catholic education. Our school 
currently serves 310 students in Pre-K through 8th grade. 
In addition to maintaining our amazing programs and staff, 
we wish to continue to offer affordable tuition and tuition 
assistance to families who demonstrate need.

Below are some of the ongoing initiatives to improve our 
academic, athletic and spiritual programs:

• We enrich and broaden our curriculum by integrating 
differentiated resources aimed at individualized need, 
meeting our students where they are, while supporting 
them in reaching our academic expectations. Students 
who graduate from our program report that their 
freshman grades reflect continued success in high 
school. Our students achieve high marks on Cardinal 
Gibbons’ entrance exams, and most are placed in honors 
level courses, and/or math tracks one year ahead of 
Common Core. Each spring, our former students appear 
on valedictorian and salutatorian lists throughout the 
region, and are featured members in academic and 
sports activities.

• Resource services continue to grow and provide the 
capability to reach an even broader spectrum of learners. 
Monitoring academic skills, within a RTI (Response to 
Intervention) model, is helping us track the effectiveness 
of our curriculum and instruction, as well as analyze 
strengths and needs of individual students. 

• Our classrooms are engaging, fun and exciting places to 
learn and worship as teachers craft and enhance their 
instruction each year. Teachers attend local and regional 
professional development offerings to continue their 
learning and growth. 

• Our middle school offers student spiritual retreats, 
leadership opportunities and the chance to interact 
with one another in a safe, hands-on environment for 
learning. The 6th-8th graders serve as role models 
for our elementary students and lend their voice and 
experience to planning school programs. 

• Student enrollment in athletics continues to be as 
high as 30% of our middle school population during 
all three sports seasons. Students have the option to 
participate in 8 different sports and compete with a 
range of Catholic, public and private teams throughout 
the Triangle area. Contributing to our children’s overall 
fitness is also a robust Physical Education curriculum in 
all grades. 
 

SCHOOL PROFILE
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• Our optional aftercare program extends the day 
for our students with creative play, structured 
activities, creative arts, homework help and 
games. 

• Joy and Service is a core part of each family’s 
experience. St. Thomas More Catholic School has 
worked and collaborated with Special Olympics, 
Porch, Appalachian Shoebox Christmas, Catholic 
Charities, Glenmary Home Missioners in Eastern 
NC, the Caring and Sharing Center, and many 
other organizations.

• Our music offerings include a Mass choir, soloists, 
a musical theatre performance each spring, show 
choir, and other elective offerings for students in 
the middle school.

The support we receive from our parent and church 
family is extraordinary; creating a vibrant, healthy, 
and dynamic environment for the whole community. 
The fund-raising revenues from the Home and 
School Association through our annual silent and 
live auction and other community events provide us 
with a broad range of enhancements that includes 
a turf field next to the playground, new laptops/
mobile devices, new chairs for our refurbished STM 
Hall, classroom makeovers, and much more.

Please visit and see us in action as we continue 
to shape minds, hearts, and souls. For more 
information about our school or to schedule a tour, 
please contact Linda Raymond at 919-942-6242 
or LRaymond@stmcsnc.org.  We look forward to 
welcoming you!

Darrell W. Fulford, M. Ed
Principal, St. Thomas More Catholic School

SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD
The St. Thomas More Catholic School Advisory Board is 
comprised of St. Thomas More Catholic School parents, 
parishioners, representatives of the parish administration and 
school faculty who serve at the invitation of the principal and 
the pastor. They provide advice and guidance in fulfilling the 
mission of St. Thomas More Catholic School: “To provide an 
education for each child in a God-centered environment.”

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
The St. Thomas More Home and School Association (HSA) 
is a group of parents of St. Thomas More students who are 
dedicated to building community within the parish School 
by sponsoring family activities and encouraging parental 
involvement through volunteering. Here is a sampling 
of HSA’s activities: Although HallowFest is not a large 
fundraising activity, it is an all-community event that is 
extremely popular and consistently well attended and has 
proven the #1 family event for STM School. The HSA hosts 
the annual Holiday Shoppe that attracts craft vendors and 
shoppers from all over North Carolina and, on average, 
generates $5,000-$6,000. HSA’s annual Auction was held at 
the end of February and was a huge success with over 200 
attendees which included school, church, and community 
participation. All money generated went to support 
programs for the School. After allocating 25% of the income 
towards tuition assistance and capital improvements, the 
remaining income was set aside for much needed playground 
improvements. Due to pandemic restrictions, HSA shifted 
to online meetings and initiated new ways to keep the 
School community connected during the latter part of the 
academic year. Student birthdays and staff retirements were 
celebrated with drive-by celebrations. Each teacher received 
a professional yard sign and Target gift card during Teacher 
Appreciation Week in May. The 8th grade graduates received 
personalized yard signs, custom donuts, and a bag of goodies 
to enjoy during their Zoom graduation breakfast and drive-
by graduation. Although not ideal, the HSA did a great job 
keeping School families connected during the difficult COVID 
time.
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SERVICE
The Service Portfolio supports and encourages the vast outreach of our Parish into the heart of our local 
community. This variety of ministries impacts thousands of people while enabling the Parish to maintain and 
strengthen our relationships with the civic and religious communities of the area. This Portfolio also provides for 
the stewardship of our parish campus. The Goals and Objectives of the Service Portfolio seek to make us good 
stewards of our environment and community while increasing communication so that the Parish may continue 
to be a vital participant in the life of the local community. The Service Portfolio Ministry volunteers are focused 
on service to the poor, sick, homebound and needy in our community and beyond.

MINISTRIES IN SERVICE OF THE PARISH
ADVENT GIVING TREE
The Advent Giving Tree Project reached a 5-year 
anniversary at St. Thomas More with the very successful 
2019 Project completion. The objective of this initiative is to 
collect gift cards during the ADVENT SEASON that will be 
distributed to charitable organizations in dire need during 
the Christmas Season. This is a wonderful undertaking as 
it engages many different groups within the STM Family 
in order to make the project successful. This year the 
Advent Giving Tree Team coordinated with Elementary 
Faith Development leaders to have children make the 
ornaments that were hung on the ADVENT GIVING TREES; 
the Team partnered with other parish groups such as 
Catholic Daughters and Knights of Columbus in order 
to attend the trees during the Advent Season Masses; 
they worked hand in hand with the Parish Office Staff in 
order to manage the administrative aspects of the project 
as well as the crucially important set up of the actual 
Advent Trees; and they wrapped up the project counting 
the gift cards received from the Parish in unison with the 
volunteers of the St. Matthew Ministry. Once all of the 
cards were received and counted, the Team made a formal 
presentation to the beneficiary groups at the Parish Office 
where they were joined by the representatives from each 
community organization and formally presented each 
with a Christmas Season gift. The 2019 Advent Giving 
Tree results are yet another example of the generosity of 
the St. Thomas More Parish Family. In December of 2019 
the Advent Giving Tree Team presented gift cards totaling 
$12, 832.00 to deserving organizations including: The 
Orange and Chatham County-Foster Children Program; The 
Glenmary Home Missionaries, Bertie County; Mary’s Parish 
in Wilmington, as well as provided critical support in the 
local area to those in need through the St. Thomas More 
Financial Assistance Ministry. 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE
The Buildings and Grounds Committee provides technical 
support to ensure that the current and future facility 
needs for the parish and school are met. This last year 
was a challenging one with the pandemic and the need to 
cancel events and projects with the requirement for social 
distancing.

In 2019-20, the Buildings and Grounds ministry was 
involved with Parish Pride Day in the fall of 2019. Besides 
the regular pruning, mulching, planting of seasonal flowers 
and dedicated upkeep of our campus grounds, we also 
replaced and planted additional trees on campus.

The committee remains actively involved with upcoming 
projects, which include expansion of the Columbarium at 
the main campus, a Columbarium for the South Campus, 
the connector path between campuses, and the exploration 
of installation of solar panels on roofs on campus.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP (ESC)
The Environmental Stewardship Committee (ESC) believes 
that the continuing witness to love of the poor and 
the environment, leading to the establishment of good 
environmental practices and advocacy of governments are 
the heart of its ministry. Individual “virtuous” actions are 
not enough to slow pollution or global warming. Advocacy 
without personal action is hypocritical. Both are urgently 
necessary if there is hope to address the increasingly 
dire climate situation that scientists are describing and 
that all are witnessing. Work of the ESC is both small 
– e.g., encouraging recycling and composting at STM 
and in households – and larger – encouraging the wider 
community to notice and take action. This past year, the 
Committee worked to establish and promote the Orange-
Chatham Interfaith Care for Creation (OCICC) to work 
and pray with other congregations. The ESC participated 
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in an evening of solar education, with vendors to provide 
details and congregations who have installed solar units, 
to describe their experiences and data on environmental 
and financial impacts. At the time of this writing, another 
distance meeting on “Sustainable Cities” was planned for 
late June. When the pandemic prevented the Committee 
meeting for Earth Day, they partnered with Binkley Baptist 
to broadcast prayers and reflections via Facebook, with 
focus on Laudato Si’. The ESC monthly collections of re-
useable items, stopped by the cancellation of live Masses 
in early 2020, will resume as soon as regularly attended 
indoor Masses resume. The Environmental Stewardship 
Committee encourages those who wish to pray and act 
for God’s creation to join The Catholic Climate Covenant 
and St. Thomas More ESC. The Committee is always ready 
to welcome new “stewards” who want to enjoy working 
together Caring for Creation in the model of Laudato Si’.

FERIA DE LA SALUD
The Feria de la Salud Ministry sponsors the annual Latino 
Health Fairs that serve 200-250 people. These Health 
Fairs are an effort made possible not only by St. Thomas 
More Church but also by the students of UNC’s Schools of 
Dentistry, Medicine, Nursing and Pharmacy -- as well as 
the different North Carolina organizations participating 
in the Health Fair – and involve weeks of organization 
and planning to bring health services, information, 
screenings, and education to the community. Bilingual 
undergraduate UNC students offer navigation services to 
assist participants. Help provided by Durham Tech students 
for their interpretation services is also counted on and 
deeply appreciated. Last year, the Health Fair was held 
on October 3. During that time, 35 vendors, booths, and 
stands performed screenings and services for free including 
flu shots, cholesterol, blood sugar, blood pressure, BMI, 
height, weight, HIV, breast examination, eye examination, 
and dental education. Groups like UNC Hospitals, The 
Orange County Health Department, Walgreens Pharmacy, 
UNC Center for Latino Health/Latino clinics have always 
supported the Health Fair and their support and community 
collaboration is gratefully appreciated.

IMAGE AND LIKENESS MINISTRY
The Image and Likeness Committee welcomed new 
membership this year and many different perspectives 
with strong, fresh ideas for moving forward toward new 
goals. Members continue to believe in the ministry’s Mission 
Statement that “ALL people are made in God’s Image and 
Likeness.” Listed are some accomplishments for 2019-20:
• On October 24, 2019, the Parish Office clergy and staff 

participated in the Racial Wealth Gap Simulation hosted 
by the Committee.

• On February 7-21, 2020, the narthex bulletin board 
featured Black Catholics and their contributions to the 
Catholic Church. It was designed to recognize Black 
Saints and to honor the people who were or who 
supported African American Catholics in NC.

• On February 12th, author William Powers of “Tar Heel 
Catholics”, shared the struggles of being black and 
Catholic in NC.

• On February 15-16th, a Civil Rights banner displayed in 
the narthex highlighted historical protests in Chapel Hill 

and featured the Chapel Hill Nine.
• With the Prayers of the Faithful, the Committee called 

for an end to racism every day; and in the bulletin, they 
featured Saints of Color, announced upcoming events, 
speakers and meetings and invited everyone to join.

• Regretfully, because of the coronavirus, Fr. Greg Boyle 
from Homeboy Industries, cancelled his presentation 
which had been scheduled for March, but there is hope to 
reschedule him sometime in the future. 

ST. MICHAEL THE DEFENDER MINISTRY
From June 2019 to March 2020, the St. Michael the 
Defender Ministry (SMDM) was on track with each of 
the initiatives as detailed in the yearly plan. From March 
2020 to June 2020, the SMDM leadership team focused 
on developing, planning, executing and adjusting Return 
to Jerusalem plans (the return to public celebration of 
Mass) during the COVID-19 pandemic. Those plans 
were intentionally developed to be dynamic and easily 
changed in order to best respond to the evolving needs of 
STM in providing the liturgies and sacraments (weekend 
Masses, weddings, funerals, Eucharist distribution, 
and Reconciliation) to the Parish family. As weekend 
Mass resumed outdoors, a small group of able SMDM 
volunteers, along with St Matthew and St Benedict ministry 
volunteers from both the Spanish and English-speaking 
communities, shared a variety of support responsibilities. 
One consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic is that 
about half of the 45 ministry volunteers who are in the 
‘at-risk’ category may not be able to serve until a vaccine 
is available to the general public. Consequently, it is 
uncertain, at the time of this writing, how many SMDM 
volunteers will be able to resume their former roles. Ministry 
team members have provided and will continue to provide 
service and counsel to other parishes in the Raleigh 
Diocese surrounding safety/security and COVID-19. The 
ministry team will continue to reassess and adjust plans, 
roles, and responsibilities in the days and months ahead.

TRANSLATIONS MINISTRY
The Translations Ministry consists of volunteers who 
routinely provide translation from English into Universal 
Spanish for the Sunday bulletin -- a principle source of 
information about parish activities – and for the Knights of 
Columbus, bereavement ministries, and other documents for 
the Parish community. In the last six months of the FY2019-
20, ministry members translated 23,701 words.
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MINISTRIES IN SERVICE OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
CARING AND SHARING CENTER
The 67 Caring and Sharing Center volunteers served the 
Lord by helping those in need this year until March 13, 
2020, after which the Center was forced to close due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Center was open 7 days a week 
and provided a safe, welcoming place where people could 
shop for free for clothes, household goods, books and toys 
for children. An average of 618 individuals and families 
were served per month. In addition to wonderful volunteers 
from St. Thomas More, generous assistance was given 
from neighbors at the UNC Newman Catholic Center and 
students from UNC Chapel Hill. Donations were plentiful 
this year, and surplus was shared with the Durham Rescue 
Mission and Project Connect in Carrboro. Complementing 
the donations from many individual families, the Caring 
and Sharing Center was also blessed with goods from 
area churches and the Children’s Cooperative Playschool, 
and a magnificent array of shoes was received thanks to a 
collection taken up by the Girl Scout Troops at St. Thomas 
More School. Unusable items such as badly stained 
clothes were donated to the Green Zone for repurposing 
and recycling. Through this repurposing, 4,875 pounds of 
material were not deposited in the trash, helping to protect 
the environment and saving Parish waste management 
fees. As of this writing, the Caring and Sharing Center 
remains closed and will reopen when it is safe to do so.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE MINISTRY
St Thomas More parish received two large grants and 
many donations this fiscal year to help people pay their 
rent and utilities during the coronavirus outbreak, and the 
Ministry more than tripled assistance from previous years: 
$99,174 was spent to help 429 families who were facing 
unemployment or economic hardship. Owing to the Poverty 
Simulation (educational event hosted at St Thomas More) 
which taught ministry members that many people cannot 
get to agencies for help during work hours, the Ministry 
was migrated to be remote and a time slot for Thursday 
evenings was added. About one third of the people helped 
in the first half of 2020 were parishioners. There was 
also opportunity to pray with people in crisis and help in 
practical ways, too.

FRIENDS OF GLENMARY
Friends of Glenmary have supported elementary students 
in Bertie County, NC, since 2015. The group provides books 
for summer reading and school supplies and backpacks in 
the summer prior to the start of each school year. In July 
2019 supplies were collected for more than 300 students. 
Reading books donated from the St. Thomas More School 
library were also included. In November 2019 the Friends 
of Glenmary donated Christmas boxes from the STM 
School Glenmary Shoebox Drive to Bertie County and 
other students in Eastern North Carolina. For the “ShoeBox 
Christmas” project that was featured in the NCCatholic 
Magazine in December 2019, STM students filled empty 
shoe boxes with whatever they thought a child would like 
or need. Typical donated items were dolls, hair clips, stuffed 
animals, small picture books, toy cars, crayons, mints, 

socks and hairbrushes. Unfortunately, books and school 
supplies will not be collected in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

FURNITURE PROJECT
Since its inception May of 2012, the Furniture Project 
has helped 985 families and individuals transitioning out 
of homelessness by providing basic, apartment-sized 
furniture. Under the umbrella of St. Thomas More, there are 
20 churches, 1 synagogue and 2 businesses participating 
in the Furniture Project, which delivers donations to 
families referred by the Inter-Faith Council (IFC) shelters, 
the VA hospital, domestic violence centers, local school 
systems with children sleeping on floors, and marginalized 
workers. Chapel Hill’s poverty rate is 20.3% partially due 
to workers not making a living wage. With the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, the Furniture Project hopes to continue its 
mission as items appear when needed, such as when an 
anonymous donor provided 19 twin mattresses in January 
that helped 17 children. Even though the Furniture Project 
suspended operations the 2nd week of March 2020, as far 
as volunteers working, the Holy Spirit had some unfinished 
business. Oxford House, a rehabilitation organization that 
puts together halfway houses for recovering individuals, 
and a social worker from IFC who works with the most 
difficult homeless cases, contacted the Furniture Project 
with their needs. Oxford House was setting up a halfway 
house for recovering mothers with their children and 
needed many things. The Furniture Project was able to 
supply sofas, tables & chairs, plus 9 twin beds, 7 of which 
went to the children. Three trucks were loaded and filled 
by 4 of their helpers. On the same day, an IFC truck was 
filled with beds, a sofa and small items to help 2 homeless 
people.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
St. Thomas More’s commitment and participation in the 
Building Hope Partnership (which includes Newman Parish, 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, United Church of Chapel Hill, 
Community Church of Chapel Hill, and University Baptist 
Church Campus Ministry) continued during the 2019-2020 
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fiscal year. Although STM’s financial support continued, 
the ministry experienced a severe shortage of volunteers 
to assist in building. All the STM and Building Hope 
Partnership volunteers that took part in building Crescent 
Magnolia, a senior housing project of duplex homes in 
Hillsborough, were greatly appreciated. Unfortunately, 
progress at Crescent Magnolia was severely hampered this 
spring when the site was closed to all volunteers due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

HEALTH CARE FACILITY AND HOME 
BOUND MINISTRIES
This a ministry to the sick and homebound. In residential 
communities, 38 Eucharistic ministers visited 14 facilities 
in which more than 85 residents were visited per week. 
These communities include assisted living, memory care 
and skilled nursing, as well as independent living sites with 
residents who are unable to get to church. Priests at St. 
Thomas More and Newman celebrated quarterly Masses 
at all these locations. Many people who were visited 
are coping with natural changes related to aging. An 
additional 30 Eucharistic ministers visited 30 parishioners 
in their homes, and 16 people brought the Eucharist to 
Catholics at UNC Hospitals on a daily basis. Sadly, the 
coronavirus suspended all visits, but ministers have tried to 
stay connected in the best ways possible. The livestream 
Masses were very well received!

IFC PROJECT HOMESTART
Volunteers for Project HomeStart provide dinner at the 
IFC Women’s Shelter. The volunteers plan a meal, shop 
for ingredients, and either prepare the meal at the shelter 
or at their own home, and then deliver it to the shelter. 
St. Thomas More has a great core group and added new 
members in 2019. This is also a great way for interested 
teens to fill needed service hours. For the period of July 
2019 to June 2020 a total of 75 meals were scheduled 
to be delivered by the STM volunteers. For the months of 
April and May 2020, 12 of the 14 scheduled meals were 
still delivered, with social distancing, despite the COVID-19 
virus and Governor’s Executive Orders. The last two meals 
in May were cancelled because the women had been 
moved to a hotel to help with social distancing (one person 
per room with their own bathroom). Five meals were 
scheduled to be delivered in the month of June, but at the 
time of this writing it is unknown when STM volunteers will 
again be able to deliver meals to the Women’s Shelter.

JUSTICE UNITED
Beginning in May 2019 Justice United members continued 
to support a scholarship for Orange County Teaching 
Assistants to pursue teacher certification. In March 2020, 
over 100 Justice United members met with the Orange 
County School Board seeking a report on progress being 
made to increase teacher diversity. Some success was 
reported in the hiring of teachers of color within the district. 
A fundraising campaign was begun in early 2020 to raise 
$20,000 by June 2020. This campaign is to support Justice 
United activities previously funded through a grant that 
is ending. Funds will be used for office support, working 
with leaders in the mobile home parks who are addressing 
septic and water problems, a share of an intern’s pay, and 

the unexpected costs of using Zoom (online conferencing) 
with simultaneous language translation for all meetings. 
On March 11, 2020 a fundraising breakfast was held at the 
Church of the Holy Family, near Glen Lennox apartments 
in Chapel Hill. Turnout was excellent but funds continue to 
be needed. Another Justice United success was the Master 
Leasing plan where five homeless families were housed 
at the Glen Lennox apartments at reduced rate with funds 
from local organizations. Since the March Breakfast, 
COVID-19 required Justice United to hold meetings via 
Zoom. These were focused on supporting residents of 
local mobile home parks. The residents’ groups formed 
to discuss problems with their living conditions, such as 
septic overflows, lack of adequate lighting, road conditions 
within the park, tree maintenance, and requests for rent 
adjustments during the pandemic due to job losses. Many 
of the residents are Hispanic members of St Thomas More 
Church. The next steps will be to ask STM members to 
support these residents as they meet with the owners of 
the mobile home parks to discuss their living conditions.

MEALS ON WHEELS
Chapel Hill – Carrboro Meals on Wheels (CHCMOW) is 
a volunteer driven, community funded organization that 
provides a hot, balanced meal along with a daily check-in 
Monday-Friday, to older adults, homebound adults, adults 
with disabilities, and those convalescing who do not have 
access, or the ability to prepare, a healthy meal. Over 
350 volunteers serve over 200 clients per week. Services 
were challenged by COVID-19, but CHCMOW adapted 
by providing five (5) frozen meals once a week as well as 
emergency food boxes to any high-need recipients. On the 
four (4) weekdays where there was no delivery, volunteers 
called to check-in with recipients to make sure they were 
okay. Many of the regular, dedicated volunteers are in the 
high-risk category. To protect them during the pandemic, 
Meals on Wheels did want them volunteering. Operations 
were reduced in accordance with NC State guidance, 
limiting the number of people on-site at one time to less 
than 10. This was done to protect volunteers and meal-
recipients, so staff and staff family members were utilized 
for most of the operations to limit the potential for exposure 
to the virus. All the regular volunteers were greatly missed! 
When normal delivery operations are resumed, additional 
volunteers will definitely be needed, especially since the 
program continues to grow and was merged with Orange 
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County Regional Alliance (OCRA). St. Thomas More 
provides not only volunteer and financial support, but also 
physical support: Meals on Wheels moved operations to 
the STM South Campus in March 2020. Staff settled in and 
organized the space and look forward to resuming normal 
daily operations.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
The Outreach Committee weathered the pandemic with 
remarkable resolve. Almost all the ministries continued, 
despite the need to social distance, wear masks, and 
other preventative measures. Work as liaisons between 
St. Thomas More and the local community also continued. 
Throughout the fiscal year the Committee lived its mission 
statement: “The Outreach Committee is joyfully committed 
to serving those in need in our local community and 
beyond!” Here are some highlights:

BLOOD DRIVE: Despite the Coronavirus pandemic and 
necessary measures it required, a very successful blood 
drive was held at St. Thomas More in May. The Red Cross 
staff implemented more cleaning procedures, and the 
Friends and Family Hall was large enough for the social 
distancing necessary to ensure safety of the staff, donors, 
and STM volunteers. Fifty eight people attended the drive, 
5 of which were “Power Red” (double red cell) donations, 
which yielded a total of 53 units of blood. The Red Cross 
staff were pleased with the turnout, especially on a very 
rainy day!

CROP WALK: The Chapel Hill/Carrboro CROP Hunger Walk 
is an annual event that benefits the Inter-Faith Council 
for Social Service and Church World Service. This year’s 
event was scheduled to take place on March 29, 2020, 
but emergency closures of churches and public gathering 
sites because of the pandemic forced all fundraising and 
the Walk itself to go “virtual.” In over 30 years, the Walk 
had been canceled only three times, always due to ice 
or lightening. With half the usual number of fundraisers, 
and using every mode of communication and promotion 
available, the St. Thomas More Team still managed to 
raise $5,539 in donations among parishioners and other 
personal contacts, ($3,060 of that online); plus more than 
$400 from the sale of Chapel Hill/Carrboro CROP Hunger 
Walk T-shirts. The cost of T-shirts is covered by sponsors 

like St. Thomas More Church and other faith groups and 
businesses, and 100% of the sales money goes to the Inter-
Faith Council (IFC.) A few diehard walkers did their own 
personal treks on March 29 to publicize the issue of hunger 
and to honor commitments to their donors.

FAITH ACTION ID: St. Thomas More and the Outreach 
Committee continued to support the Faith Action ID 
program. This program provides an identification card for 
the recipient who does not have access to a government-
issued ID card, as well as a way for them to relate safely 
to members of the local community. Prior to the pandemic 
and the resultant social distancing measures, the Faith ID 
program was renewing or issuing 50-60 IDs each month 
to neighbors that needed them. This program has evolved 
and successfully grown such that El Centro Hispano (the 
program sponsor) now has a team of regular volunteers 
that effectively run the program, and assistance from St. 
Thomas More is less critical. This is great for the program, 
but Committee members will happily respond if additional 
assistance is needed in the future.

FEEDING CHILDREN EVERYWHERE: Regretfully, this event 
was not able to be scheduled in 2020.

IFC FOOD PANTRY: The Outreach Committee continued to 
hand out grocery bags, with a list of needs for the Inter-
Faith Council (IFC) Food Pantry, at the beginning of each 
month (after each Mass), which they have done since early 
2013. This fiscal year (July 1, 2019 through May 25, 2020) 
more than 2,400 bags of groceries were donated. The 
generosity of St. Thomas More parishioners continued to 
be amazing, especially during the pandemic! Even though 
Masses were discontinued in March, parishioners still 
brought bags of groceries to the church; so the Committee 
continued to deliver groceries to the IFC at a time when 
the need was greater than ever. STM food contributions 
account for almost 20% of the food donations to the IFC 
Food Pantry. To compensate for this and help fill the coffers 
during a time of dire need due to the pandemic, a Drive-Up 
Food Drive took place in the parish parking lot on Saturday, 
June 20, with all social distancing requirements in place. It 
was a huge success and again displayed the tremendous 
generosity of the STM faith community. Parishioners and 
friends of the Parish dropped off 194 bags of groceries 
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during a three-hour time period, the largest one-day 
grocery contribution the Parish had received since 
collections began. Volunteers included members of the 
Outreach Committee plus 6 parishioners who were not 
Committee members, as well as one non-parishioner. The 
donated food was delivered to IFC in trucks borrowed from 
the Furniture Project. In total, 2,708 bags of groceries were 
delivered to the IFC during St Thomas More’s 2019 - 2020 
fiscal year. Food insecurity in the local community remains 
a very large challenge. The Outreach Committee wants 
to continue to address it and looks forward to resuming 
regular monthly collections when it is safe to do so.

IFC MEN’S SHELTER: For the last 17 years, members of 
the Outreach Committee have been part of a St. Thomas 
More group that volunteers at the Inter-Faith Council (IFC) 
SECU Community House. These helpers provide assistance 
to the facility managers and allow them to focus on other 
needed chores and tasks. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
however, this assistance was temporarily suspended in 
March when residents were moved to a hotel to meet social 
distancing requirements.

IFC MEN’S SHELTER KITCHEN: For many years, a group 
from the St. Thomas More Outreach Committee has been 
helping, preparing, and serving dinner at the Inter-Faith 
Council Men’s Shelter on the last Wednesday of each 
month. The volunteers often bring food with them to 
serve. This ministry was temporarily suspended in March, 
however, when the men were moved to hotels to meet 
social distancing requirements.

IFC KITCHEN: Lucia Stadter’s crew of St. Thomas More 
volunteers continued to prepare and serve lunch at the 
Community Kitchen on the third Friday of each month. 
Lucia has led this effort for many years. The Community 
Kitchen remained open during the pandemic, distributing 
take-away lunches. Due to the coronavirus outbreak, 
the last months of 2020 (March - May) were challenging. 
However, a small group from the regular crew, headed by 
Tom Driscoll, was able to keep serving on the assigned 
days, and they hope to maintain efforts for as long as the 
pandemic continues.

MIGRANT WORKER TOILETRY DRIVE: Last summer St. 
Thomas More had another successful drive in partnership 
with Catholic Charities and the Piedmont Health Clinic. This 
drive, to collect toiletries and other supplies for preparation 
of kits to be delivered to migrant workers in NC fields, was 
begun by the Women’s Group many decades ago and 
is still going strong. In fact, this is probably the longest-
running outreach ministry in the history of the parish!

POVERTY SIMULATION WORKSHOP: On January 25, 
2020, the Outreach Committee sponsored a Poverty 
Simulation lead by John Moore, Executive Director of Uplift 
Chatham, for the parishioners of St. Thomas More. The 
goal of the simulation was to call attention to those in 
the local community who live in poverty; the simulation is 
about surviving a month in poverty. As followers of Christ, 
we are called to help those in need. But why are there 
people constantly living in poverty? This simulation helped 
attendees learn the scope and challenges of poverty locally. 

With Chapel Hill’s poverty rate at 21.3%, participants got 
a feel for the challenges facing those with low income by 
taking on the role of someone in crisis who was seeking 
food, shelter, and other basic needs. Often, blessings for 
all we have been given are taken for granted and the 
daily plight of those who try to survive on so little is not 
understood. As a parish striving to be Intentional Disciples 
of Christ, the Poverty Simulation helped attendees to 
“walk in their footsteps” for a short time and increase their 
understanding and empathy.

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT
Since restrictions on the vetting process for immigrants 
continue, this St Thomas More Ministry has not sponsored 
any refugee families during this fiscal year.

STARS OF HOPE QUILTERS
Stars of Hope has been making Quilts of Valor (QOVs) 
for over 11 years. The group has approximately 20 active 
members and organizes monthly sew days at St. Thomas 
More Parish Center to work out patterns, cut fabric and 
sew. They have made hundreds of QOVs for veterans 
and active duty military. The highlight of this past year 
was the Veteran’s Day program held at St. Thomas More 
where 25 Quilts of Valor were awarded to 25 veterans 
and active duty military representing all service branches 
and those who served in conflicts from WWII through 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Cadets from the UNC Air 
Force ROTC program served as color guard and posted the 
colors. Music was provided by the Hawfields Jammers, a 
dulcimer group from Mebane NC; a reception was provided 
by the Hospitality and Funeral Reception Ministries of St. 
Thomas More. The speaker for the ceremony was John 
Turner, US Army combat veteran, Operation Enduring 
Freedom, and founder of the NC Veterans Life Center (VLC). 
He talked about a new and innovative residential facility 
being constructed in Butner to help at-risk 21st Century 
veterans. The goal of the center is to provide each resident 
the prospect of a constructive and personally satisfying 
role in civil society. Current efforts of the Stars of Hope 
quilters include: presenting a QOV to each veteran who 
enters the VLC; honoring requests for QOVs made through 
our national organization for residents of North Carolina; 
providing QOVs for women suffering from PTSD and 
seeking treatment at residential treatment program at Fort 
Thomas, KY.
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INCOME 
Ordinary
   Offertory
   Mortgage
   Capital    
   Other

Non-Ordinary
   Priest Welf. & Retirement
   Faith Dev’t Fees 
   Other
   SBA PPP Proceeds

Total Income

DISBURSEMENTS
Faith Formation Total
Worship Total
Priests’ Retirement
Ministry & Charities Total

Other
   Maintenance & Utilities
   Diocesan Support
School Subsidies
Parish Administration
SBA PPP Expenses

Other
  Mtgs, Socials, Vol.Apprec.
  Contingency/Savings
Total Ordinary Expenses

Capital – Bldg,Furn/Equip,Parking 
Capital – Fund (F & F Hall) 
Capital – Church Reserve Fund
Total Capital

Total Expenditures (w/o Debt)

Debt Reduction/Mortgage

Total Expenditures 

Budget 
Fiscal Year 2020

$1,985,000 
$294,000 

$24,000 
$128,000 

$113,000 
$69,000 
$92,000 

$2,705,000 

$213,854 
$193,884 
$113,000 
$367,354 

$415,766 
$174,289 
$197,000 
$631,596 

$22,500 
$3,034 

$2,332,277

$28,800 
$10,000 
$40,000 
$78,800 

$2,411,000 

$293,923 

$2,705,000 

Actual 
Fiscal Year 2020

$1,964,327
$246,762

$15,252
$262,956

$99,600
$52,831
$63,580

$225,951

$2,931,259

$176,334
$154,237

$99,600
$332,684

$382,885
$130,124
$191,589
$558,051
$225,951

$12,352
$0

$2,263,807

$132,459
$13,857

$201,599
$347,915

$2,611,722

$246,762

$2,858,484 

Budget 
Fiscal Year 2021

$1,985,000
$294,000

$24,000
$220,500

$112,752
$69,000
$94,000

$2,799,252

$239,080
$200,532
$112,752
$377,718

$427,978
$177,580
$197,000
$666,390

$22,500
$3,299

$2,424,829

$30,500
$10,000
$40,000
$80,500

$2,505,329

$293,923
 

$2,799,252

CHURCH FINANCIALS

     Offertory 

     Mortgage

     Capital    

     Priest Welfare & Retirement

     Faith Development Fees 

     Other (Donations, BAA & LPI 
     Rebates, Share Sunday, etc.)
     SBA PPP Proceeds

     Faith Formation Total
     Worship Total
     Priests’ Retirement
     Ministry & Charities Total
     Maintenance & Utilities
     Diocesan Support
     School Subsidies
     Parish Administration
     SBA PPP Proceeds
     Total Capital

SOURCES OF INCOME SOURCES OF EXPENSE
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FINANCE COUNCIL LETTER
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas More: 

On the page opposite this letter, please find the financial statement for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2020, comparing 
actual results to budgeted amounts for the church, as well as the 2020-21 budget.

For 2019-20, the financial information reflects ordinary and non-ordinary receipts as well as disbursements categorized 
by ministry or area of responsibility. The statement, intended for the internal use of the parish, was prepared by parish 
administration, reviewed by the parish Finance Council, and submitted to the diocese.

We want to thank all whose generosity made it possible for us to continue to serve STM and our community during these 
troubling and challenging times. Our contributions (offertory and donations) were 5.7% ahead of budget, and 5.9% more 
than fiscal year 2019 figures. We had a very good first half of the year, with generous gifts over Christmas, as was reported 
in the midyear report; then with the onset of the pandemic and stay at home order, we had a steep decline in contributions 
in March, and a humbling and outstanding rebound around Easter, talk about Holy Spirit at work! We were able to meet 
and exceed our commitments for charity and our ministries, for support to St. Thomas More School and Cardinal Gibbons 
High School, and to maintain our facilities. The parish also benefited from the Small Business Administration’s Paycheck 
Protection Program loan, which we received through the diocesan application.

Some highlights:

• Our statement shows a $73K surplus in the operation of the parish. The surplus resulted from the additional income 
received and is being allocated to support our charity efforts ($3.6K), school scholarships ($25K), school contingency 
($25K), and future south campus projects ($19K).

• Our efforts in support of Catholic Education totaled $342K including STM School tuition assistance ($172K), STM School 
portion of existing mortgage ($150K), and Cardinal Gibbons High School support ($20K). Our outreach ministries 
supported local charities and programs and social justice causes with $203K. Of special importance to note is that we 
received $174K of gifts for emergency charity during the pandemic, $70K of which have been carried over to 20-21 to 
continue this important work.

• Departmental expenditures remained under budget for the year, partly aided by the SBA PPO loan proceeds.
• We completed and initiated capital projects for pavement repairs and refinish ($95K) and Audiovisual upgrades and 

improvements in the church ($52K), setting aside $180K for long term equipment replacement in Capital Reserves 
(currently at $458K). Our Capital Reserves become a critical asset as we near the end of life of major equipment in the 
church and school (HVAC units and roofs).

Our annual budgeting process includes soliciting budget requests from our ministries, aligning the budget with long-term 
strategies, and adjusting to meet diocesan requirements. The budgeting process occurs from February to May, with staff 
and Finance Council assisting the rest of the parish by completing the necessary work.

In early June, we approved the 2020-21 budget with 3.5% overall increase in total income over the 2019-20 budget. The 
matching expenditure plan includes some staff changes in the Faith Development department and minimal changes in 
maintenance and utilities, school subsidies, contingency, and administration. We believe the budget is adequate and 
that with everyone’s support and our personal sacrifices, we can grow going forward. This is a good time for all of us to 
examine our giving to the parish community. We encourage you to consider a slight increase in your sacrificial gifts to the 
parish in order that we might continue to meet the spiritual and temporal needs of our parish. It is critical for all of our two 
thousand nine hundred and thirteen families to be mindful of the responsibility we have as disciples to support the parish 
through our good and faithful stewardship of our Time, Talent, and Treasure. In doing so, we help to carry out the mission of 
The Catholic Community of St. Thomas More to Pray, Serve and Spread the Gospel with Joy! Thank you for all you do for the 
good of our parish.

  

Carlos Lima    Very Rev. Scott E. McCue, V.F                        Frank Kissel 
Director of Operations & Finance  Pastor                              Finance Council Chair    
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SCHOOL FINANCIALS

INCOME 
Tuition/Registration

Parish Investment
     Tuition Assistance
     Mortgage
Parish Investment Total

Aftercare (Tuition/Registration)

Other Income
     Gifts/Memorials
     Other
 Grants
 SBA PPP Proceeds
Total Other Income

Total Income

DISBURSEMENTS
Salary/Benefits
SBA PPP Expenses
Library/Technology
Instructional Material
Student Supplies
Lunch Expenses
Office Expenses

Building/Grounds
     Utilities/Maintenance
     Capital Expenditures
     Computers
     Reserves
     Mortgage
Total Building/Grounds

Aftercare Expenses

Contingency/Savings

Total Disbursements

Budget 
Fiscal Year 2020

$2,839,216 

$172,000 
$150,000 
$322,000 

$165,000 

$55,000 
$124,500 

$26,000 

$205,500 

$3,531,716 

$2,507,966 

$49,050 
$86,200 
$20,000 

$112,334 
$65,700 

$313,000 
$32,500 
$60,000 
$40,000 

$150,000 
$595,500 

$69,967 

$25,000 

$3,531,717 

Actual 
Fiscal Year 2020

$2,422,991 

$172,000
$150,000
$322,000

$81,109

$105,413 
$99,135 
$11,231 

$518,769 
$734,547 

$3,560,648

$2,273,754
$386,666

$23,729
$72,972
$12,531
$68,867
$78,622

$302,702
$10,973
$18,214

$0
$150,000
$481,889

$26,452

$0

$3,425,482

Budget 
Fiscal Year 2021

$2,786,869 

$177,000 
$150,000 
$327,000 

$120,000 

$55,000 
$134,500 

$26,000 

$215,500 

$3,449,369 

$2,522,218 

$46,500 
$68,850 
$16,000 

$112,334 
$60,000 

$334,500 
$32,500 
$60,000 

$0 
$150,000 
$577,000 

$46,467 

$0 

$3,449,369 

     Tuition/Registration

     Tuition Assistance

     Mortgage   

     Aftercare (Tuition/Registration)

     Gifts, memorials, grants 

     Other (lunch, tuition assistance, 
     sales tax refund)
     SBA PPP Proceeds

     Salary/Benefits
     SBA PPP Expenses
     Library/Technology
     Materials and Supplies
     Lunch Expenses 
     Office Expenses
     Utilities/Maintenance
     Capital Ex/Computers
     Mortgage
     Aftercare Expenses

SOURCES OF INCOME SOURCES OF EXPENSE
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SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD LETTER
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas More: 

On the page opposite this letter, please find the school financial statement for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2020 (FY20); 
as well as budget for 2020-21 (FY21). Actual results and budget are compared to the budget for FY20.

At St. Thomas More we have an unwavering commitment to Catholic education. We continue to take the necessary steps 
to ensure our school has the necessary resources to provide a vibrant education for the students entrusted to our care. We 
are blessed with enthusiastic, talented, and experienced leaders, a dedicated, licensed, and expert faculty and staff, and 
committed, energetic, and involved families. We intend to ensure that we provide the financial means and management 
that enables our school to continue its mission to provide an exceptional education for each learner in a God-centered 
environment, through a community focused on spiritual development, academic pursuits, and service to others.

Last year was indeed a difficult and challenging year, with the lower than budgeted enrollment and the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As part of our strategy and efforts to manage finances and cash flow for the school; we received 
both a $200K loan from the diocese to support cash position earlier in the year and a $518K forgivable loan from the Small 
Business Administration under the Paycheck Protection Plan program in May.

The school ended FY20 with a surplus of $135K. This surplus is a combination of SBA PPP loan proceeds not used in the 
fiscal year and that is carried over to offset salaries and benefits in 20-21 ($132K), and savings in the operation of the 
school across most categories ($3K).

Some  FY20 highlights:

• Tuition and Registration was $404K under budget. This resulted from actual enrollment of 325 vs. budgeted enrollment 
of 365.

• Overall income was $29K over budget, mostly from SBA PPP loan proceeds.
• Salaries and Benefits (71% of total budgeted expenses) were $152K over budget, driven by changes in the faculty and 

staff headcount, and higher than budgeted health benefits.
• Instructional Materials were $25K under budget due to conservative spending in supplies and materials.
• Utilities/maintenance and Capital expenses were $32K under budget after limiting spending and deferring projects.
• Computer expenses were limited or funded outside the budget, resulting in a $42K savings against budget.
• Capital Reserves were not funded, a $40k budget item.
• Overall, expenses were $106K under budget

Enrollment for FY21 was projected at 310 based on a new model adopted by the budgeting committee. We also have 
opened our preschool program in our newly renovated South Campus. The base tuition rate increase is 3.5%, in line with 
recent history. An increase was necessary to support salary and benefits proposed for faculty and staff, technology 
improvements, and facility expenses. FY21 projected expenses are $83K or 2.3% less than FY20 budgeted expenses. This 
includes slight adjustments in most areas as part of the effort to streamline expenses.

As of the printing of this report, enrollment was at 324 students, which is very good news. We begin FY21 with a tight 
financial situation: our Contingency Savings are $28K, and our Capital Reserves are $144K. Generous support from the 
church funds our tuition assistance program with $177K this year, and provides $150K in mortgage expense subsidy. 
We will continue to work diligently to control expenses and increase enrollment as our programs such as STEM and the 
Preschool attract new families. Your ongoing support helps make this possible. Thanks again for your continued generosity.

Jim Murray, SAB Chair   Christian Fellner, SAB Treasurer       Darrell Fulford, STM School Principal

Carlos Lima, Director of Operations and Finance     Very Rev. Scott E. McCue, V.F, Pastor
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