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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time A (Oct. 18, 2020-STM: All Masses)  

Turns out our mothers were right.  How many times as kids did we hear our mother say 
“be sure to say thank you” or “what do you say?”  Early on, we were taught the value of 
gratitude.  We were taught how important it is to express gratitude.     St. Paul today in his 
letter to the Thessalonians, speaks of the gift of gratitude.  Paul had been to Thessalonica 
earlier to tell the people there about Jesus. He returns with Silas and Timothy.  How does Paul 
begin his letter? “We give thanks to God always for you.” He goes on to thank them for the gift 
of faith, hope and love that they exhibit.     This is a very intimate letter. You can tell how Paul 
loves his people.  He sees something of Christ in them. He is grateful for who they are 
becoming, how they have embraced those virtues of faith, hope and love.  Meister Eckhart, the 
German Theologian, once wrote: “If the only prayer you ever say is Thank You, you will have 
said enough.  Gratitude is a gift in itself.    

When we think about it, we have much for which we are thankful. Maybe it is our 
family, our friends, our home, our job.  Maybe you are thankful for the great meal you had last 
night. Maybe you are even thank you for your pastor? Maybe not.     As I read that reading from 
Paul in preparation for this homily, I could not help but think of this place and give thanks to 
God for the gift of you always.    For truly I am. I am thankful.    I am thankful for you and for this 
parish community. 

There are so many reasons to be thankful.  Last Saturday was one of them because it 
was a great day here.  The day began with a Mass for First Holy Communion. These students 
were supposed to receive Communion for the first time in May, but it was delayed due to 
COVID.  It was wonderful to see our young people in suits and dresses as they prepared to 
receive Christ for the first time.  Following that Mass, there was a baptism here in the church. 
That was followed by training for new altar servers.    Down the Caring and Sharing Center, 
younger parishioners and more seasoned parishioners spent the day going through the center, 
sorting clothes and items for the first time since March, getting it ready to reopen to serve 
those in need.  On our South Campus, our High School Youth Council spent the morning on 
retreat. The came back Sunday for part 2.   Our Bible Timeline classes met online along with our 
Jobs Network Meeting.  In the afternoon, I drove by to the see cars lined up along the entire 
stretch of Carmichael Street waiting for a box of fresh food that was made available through 
our partnership with El Centro Hispano. We will do this every Saturday for a couple of months.    
We had our usual Sacrament of Reconciliation in the afternoon and our Vigil Mass.    

 This is just a snapshot of one day here at St. Thomas More.  Even as we continue to 
work through this time of COVID-19, we are finding ways to gather, serve and worship safely.  
This is a parish where we can so easily find the presence of Christ and where, we can see the 
work of the Holy Spirit.  We can see and know and experience how God is actively working in 
our midst and how we striving each day to be good actively live our mission. 

 Today we are formally beginning our “Be Intentional” increased offertory program. The 
goal of this program is very simple: to grow our parish and fulfill our mission.   We will also look 
to the future to see what more we could do if we can see a significant increase in our offertory.  
It is important for us to do this as a parish community.  We have to look at how we support the 
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parish financially in a very intentional way. It is part of our call as disciples.  Our discipleship 
must be done in a very intentional way.  We have to make a specific choice to follow Christ in 
an intentional way. Part of that is choosing to make a financial sacrifice and commitment to the 
parish.      

 With much counsel and input, I decided to take us down this path as a parish because I 
love this place and I love you. You call me “Father.”  What does a father do? A father loves his 
children, he provides for them. As the father of this parish family, it is important for me to make 
sure we have all we need so that we can continue our mission in our life of prayer, service and 
as we proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. I want to make sure we have what we need now and 
in the future.  Thank you for how you responded in the spring when COVID first affected us and 
we were not able to gather together. I asked you to step up and support the parish online or 
mail in your gift or drop it by the parish. You heard me and you showed your love. As a result, 
we were one of the few parishes that came out ahead at the end of the fiscal year.  Now, 
however, we are running 15% behind  where we need to be in terms of our offertory.  We 
cannot continue in this direction. Also, we are anticipating a significant loss in terms of what we 
usually see in the Christmas collection.  We anticipate being able to accommodate 2000 people 
over our seven Masses as compared to the usual crowd of 6000 people.  And so, it is important 
for us to address the shortfall now and try to get ahead of the potential loss at Christmas.  We 
have to think about how we can best help the parish and  support our mission. 

This week every registered parish household will receive in the mail a special “Be 
Intentional” brochure along with a Commitment Card so that you can commit to your financial 
support of the important ministries here at St. Thomas More.  Next weekend will be our 
Commitment Sunday, when we will hear from parishioner/parish couple witnessing to why they 
choose to be involved in the life of our parish in an intentional way.  Your financial sacrifice 
helps us to proclaim and live the Gospel here in Chapel Hill and beyond. I ask you to read the 
materials you will receive this week and to bring your card back to Mass next weekend. For 
those of you who are not able to celebrate Mass in person, you can mail your card to the parish 
office or you can fill out a digital version of the card on the parish website. 

  So, yes, thank you.  Thank you for what you do. Being your pastor is the greatest 
privilege of my life.  Thank you for who you are.  Together we form this wonderful parish.  
Together we give thanks. Together we respond.  Together we are intentional in our life as 
disciples.  Be sure to pick up a copy of our annual Stewardship Report on the way out today 
which outlines all the many ways we have worked over the last year live out that life of 
discipleship.  

Jesus reminds us today in the gospel today that all that we have belongs to God, even 
our very life. As such we must seek to use well what we have been given, to share our blessings 
and our resources.  And so together let us Be Intentional as we seek to continue to Pray, to 
Serve and to spread the Gospel with Joy. Amen. 


