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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time A (Oct. 11, 2020. STM: 8:00 & 10:00) 

A chapter in Anne Lamott's book, Traveling Mercies, is entitled: "Why I Make Sam Go To 
Church." Her son Sam, then seven years old, is the only child among his group of friends who 
goes to church. Sometimes he doesn't want to go, but she doesn't let him get away with that. 
Here's why: "I make him go because I can. I outweigh him by nearly 75 pounds. But that is only 
part of it. The main reason is that I want to give him what I found in the world, which is to say a 
path and a little light to see by. Most of the people I know who have what I want -- which is to 
say, purpose, heart, balance, gratitude, joy -- are people with a deep sense of spirituality. They 
are people in community, who pray, or practice their faith -- people banding together to work 
on themselves and for human rights. They follow a brighter light than the glimmer of their own 
candle; they are part of something beautiful." 
--Anne Lamott, Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith (Anchor, 1999), 100. 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, the question that I would like to present to 
you today is “why do we come here?”  Why do we come to church?  In fact, right now you are 
under no obligation to here.  This is different. It really has not happened before on this 
scale…Catholics not being obliged to go to Mass. Yet, you are here.  Or you are joining us 
faithfully from your homes.  Why?  Why was there such a desire in your heart when you could 
not come to church to do so?  What made you rush back on Pentecost Sunday when we had 
Mass outside for the first time? What made you come here when we resumed indoor Mass?  
What made you want to be sitting in these pews with your follow Catholics?  Maybe it is 
because we want to be part of something beautiful.  Let’s look at our gospel today: 

 In this passage, we hear about a king who threw a wedding feast for his son. No one 
shows up.  Now, it would have been the invitation of a lifetime to be asked to come to the 
wedding of the prince.  No one comes.  No one accepts the invitation.  The king sends out his 
servants to find anyone who can to come.  You would think people would want a seat at the 
table.  What is Jesus trying to teach here?    Don’t forget that this is a parable about the 
kingdom of God.  Jesus tells us that God invites all—all of us--- over and over again to the feast.  
We are reminded that there is always a place at the table.  It is not just for a select few but for 
all.  This invitation to the table is not just for the perfect. If this were the case, the table would 
be empty.  So it is with the kingdom of God.  We do not have to be perfect to get to heaven.   
So, this takes me back to my original question: why we are here today?  Because we have a 
place at the table. Because we find here something of God. We find here the nourishment that 
we need.  We want to be part of something beautiful.  We find here heaven on earth.  

 Pope Francis, in his apostolic letter, Evangelii Gaudium, said: 

The Eucharist, although it is the fullness of the sacramental life, is not a prize for the perfect but 
a powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak. These convictions have pastoral 
consequences that we are called to consider with prudence and boldness.  Frequently, we act as 
arbiters of grace rather than its facilitators.  But the church is not a tollhouse; it is the house of 
the Father, where there is a place for everyone (47).  
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 We come here because we need this powerful medicine and this nourishment. We 
come because we are weak. We come not because we are rewarded for being perfect, but 
because we want to encounter the divine. We want to receive the grace we need in our lives.  
Francis too has called the church a “field hospital.”  What is a field hospital? It is not a place you 
go to for a splinter or a sore thumb.  The most injured, usually from battle, are treated in a field 
hospital.  The Church is the place for the most fractured, the weakest, the most vulnerable, 
those who hurt the most. And here, around this table, we find healing and mercy. We accept 
the invitation of the king to come and be fed and be healed. We come here to be a part of 
something beautiful. 

 One other piece in all of this: the king was relentless. He was persistent.  He invited 
again and again.  God’s invitation is persistent.  We could easily dismiss it and note the all the 
reasons we are not worthy to be here.  You know what? We would be right.  We are not 
worthy, but we should be here.  God continues to invite, to tug at us, to remind us of our inherit 
goodness.   The arm of God stretches out to all humanity.  Messengers come again and again.  
God never gives up on us.   

 Now, what do we do with that part of the gospel with the guest who was thrown out for 
not having the proper garment?   What about all that I just said about the invitation being for 
everyone?  Well, maybe it is this:  It is not enough to simply accept the invitation.  We are called 
to do more.  We are called to go deeper.  We must both say we are Christian and live a life that 
reflects that. 

 And so, we gather here.  We come here with all of our pain and sorrows. We come with 
our stories. We come with our histories.  We come with our sin. We come with our perceived 
notions of having to be perfect.  Yet, no one is beyond redemption.  No amount of guilt or 
shame should keep us from enjoying the banquet.  What do we need to do?  These are the 
important take aways for today: 

• Accept the invitation: remember that this place for everyone.  We are struggling saints 
along the way. We are the lost and the broken. Don’t be afraid to come again and again. 

• Realize you are in the presence of the King: here we have the privilege of eating at this 
banquet.  The King not only invites but feeds us.   

• Seek mercy when mercy is needed: remember, this a field hospital for those who are 
hurt the most.  Seek reconciliation when you need it. Offer mercy to others when they 
ask for it. 

•  Keep going deeper in our faith: put on the proper garment.   Take your faith seriously. 
Study. Read. Be of service to others. Recognize that your faith can never just be a 
Sunday thing. Seek to incorporate your faith into all aspects of your life.  

For many months we had an imposed Eucharistic fast.  Now we give thanks for all the 
times that we have been and are able to share in God’s rich food and choice wine and 
remember that we come here because we are part of something beautiful. Amen. 

Portions adapted from: Eric S. Fought and Jack Clark Robinson, OFM) 

   


