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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time A (October 4, 2020-STM 10 AM–Respect Life Sunday. 
 In 2001 Pope John Paul II traveled to Kazakhstan.  While there he spoke to young 
people encouraging them to cultivate a culture of life.  This is what the Holy Father said.  
“You are the thought of God.  You are the heartbeat of God.  To say this is like saying 
that you have a value…that is infinite, that you matter to God in your complete unique 
individuality.”  You are the thought of God. 
 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, we join with the church today in 
celebrating Respect Life Sunday.  We celebrate all that is holy and sacred when it comes 
to life.  We celebrate the fact that every human life has immeasurable worth.  We 
celebrate the fact that we have been created in the image and likeness of God, we are 
unique and irreplaceable.  Human life is sacred in all of its forms.  Today we draw 
attention to this fact.  Today we reflect on the dignity of life and on what it means to 
truly be a Church that calls Herself pro-life. 
 In the gospel today God plants a vineyard. He labors all day to make it fertile.  
God plants only the choicest vines.  Yet when the crop comes to fruition, the grapes are 
small, bitter and hard.  The vines did not bear the fruit for which they were planted.  
This parable speaks well of what may happened to us as a nation with regards to issues 
concerning the dignity and respect of human life.  God led our ancestors here from 
every corner of the earth.  He planted what promised to be a bountiful harvest of 
justice, truth and equality.  However, when God comes to reap the harvest what he will 
find?  Will he find a crop that is somewhat dead and dried up?  Instead of bountiful life, 
will God find that many in our nation have disregarded life?  Will he will find that every 
day the elderly are abused, innocent children die from abortion, that human embryos 
are used or created for destructive research, the poor go un-served, the condemned 
inmate dies from state mandated murder, doctors assist people to take their own lives 
rather than supporting life, and that people are abused and beaten up because of their 
race and sexual orientation?  What will our God find when he returns to reap the 
harvest?    Only we can tell.  The challenge before all of us as a community of faith 
today, as Catholics, is to do everything we can to stand for life.   We must commit 
ourselves to respecting life in all of its forms.  We must broaden our horizon when it 
comes to pro-life issues.  If we stand against abortion, we must also stand against 
everything that is at work in our world that seeks to destroy life.  To truly be a pro-life 
person means that we have a respect for all life.  We believe that life is sacred from 
conception to natural death.  That no person or court has the right to decided when 
someone else should die.  Being pro-life means that we hold ALL life sacred.    It means 
that we will commit ourselves to building a culture of life.   
 We have an awesome responsibility before us today.  We must commit 
ourselves to being a people who cultivate a culture of life. This culture means that we 
protect and respect every human life.  This begins with a personal decision to respect 
the dignity of others.  We must also bear this culture to others through what we say and 
do.  We must work for public policies that support human life and human dignity.  
However, above everything we must pray.  We must pray that human life will be 
respected.  We must pray that human life will be revered.  We must pray that respect of 
human life will be held as one of the most sacred responsibilities we have as a nation. 
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 Today we must recommit ourselves to tending the Lord’s vineyard of life.  We 
must never cease to preach the gospel of life.   Pope John Paul II writes in his encyclical 
The Gospel of Life that “as far as the right to life is concerned, every innocent human 
being is absolutely equal to all others.  This equality is the basis of all authentic social 
relationships which, to be truly such, can only be founded on truth and justice 
recognizing and protecting every man  and women as a person and not as an object to 
be used…”  Preaching the gospel of life means that we first realize the equality of every 
person and the dignity that comes along with that equality.  It is when we get into the 
business of thinking less of others because of their age, race, status or way of life that 
we begin to devalue and dehumanize that person. That is why we say there is this 
“seamless garment of life.”    
 
 “You are the thought of God.”  Indeed we all are.  We all have been formed in 
God’s image and likeness and set apart for our mission and purpose in life.  There are all 
sorts of messages and images in our society today that try to draw our attention away 
from promoting the gospel of life.  Those who choose to disregard life in some way.   As 
a church we say “no.” As a Church we stand against this.  As a Church we defend human 
life.  We say that life is the preeminent issue.  We say that life is sacred.  We say that life 
has value.  We say that life must be protected.  This is what we stand for as Catholics.  
This is what we celebrate on this Respect Life Sunday.  We are the thought of God.  We 
are his chosen people.  We are his wondrous creations.   
 

Let me also say this, to anyone who is now dealing with the affects of abortion.  
You too are the thought of God, you too are counted among His chosen.  God loves you 
beyond your imagination.  And we love you too.  Our purpose is to stand with you and 
support you and offer you God’s unconditional love.   Here is the diocese, we have a 
wonderful retreat program called “Project Rachel” which helps both women and men 
affected by abortion. Please speak with me if you would like to learn more.  

 
 And so today we as a Church in this nation focus in on the cause of respect for all 
human life.  This is an issue which is vitally important.  Each of us has the responsibility 
to stand up for the cause of human life.  We need to do all we can to make sure that 
human life is defended and protected. We need to work on cultivating a culture that 
supports human life.  Our society needs us. Our society needs more voices like ours who 
are willing to say that it is not okay to disregard human life just because of an 
inconvenience.  Our society needs people like us who will indeed take up the cause to 
promote human life in all of its forms. 
 
 Life is sacred. Life is holy. Life is precious. May all of us who are the very 
heartbeat of God, do all we can to embrace and uphold the sanctity of human life. 
Portions adapted from: , Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities, USCCB, 2002. 
 
 


