
Music will add much joy to the occasion of  your wedding. Its primary purpose will be to help the people to pray. 
Congregational singing, therefore, is preferred, even though a vocal soloist or choir may be very appropriate at certain 
times before and during the liturgy.

Here are some guidelines to help you plan the music for your wedding in such a way that it will not only recognize the 
presence of  the community of  faith, gathered to pray with and for you, but will also help them to pray. Musical plans 
should be completed no later than 8 weeks prior to the wedding. Sarah Franco, Director of  Music Ministry, will meet with 
you to help choose the music to be performed.

Planning the Music for your Wedding

While the guests are assembling, appropriate music may be performed by instrumentalists, choir or vocal soloists. The 
function of  this preludial music is to gather up and unite the thoughts of  all present and to prepare them for the celebration 
of  the marriage.

Introductory Music/Prelude

“God is Love” #699

“Gift of  Love” arranged by H. Hopson (paraphrase of  I Cor 13)

If  a Nuptial Mass:
Procession with Gifts/Preparation of  the Altar:
“Ubi Caritas” #500 (or one of  the other songs listed above)

(or a simple instrumental solo – about 2-3 minutes)

Eucharistic Prayer: cantor to lead/the whole assembly invited to sing
“Chant” #179, 182, 183

“Community Mass” #370, 373, 374

“Mass of  Frances Cabrini”

“Mass of  Wisdom”

Communion: most often a song that invites assembly participation
“One Bread One Body” #932

“Blest are they” #735

“Panis Angelicus” C. Franck (vocal solo)

(One of  the Psalms or Hymns suggested earlier may also be used here)

If  flowers to Mary: most often a vocal solo, but instrumental solo is also possible
“Ave Maria” F. Schubert

“Ave Maria” C. Gounod/J. S. Bach

Recessional:
“Hornpipe” G. F. Handel (from “Water Music”) 

 “Rejouissance” G. F. Handel (from “Royal Fireworks”)

 “Rigadoun” A. Campra

Musical Suggestions Continued

The goal of  the entrance music is to escort the wedding couple with honor to the altar and to gather the congregation into 
a worshiping community. A congregational hymn will be sung during the procession or after the procession is completed 
and the cantor invites them to stand and sing together. Such singing makes the guests participants rather than spectators. 
The selected song should express joy and be well known by the congregation.

Entrance Music/Procession

The Responsorial Psalm should be sung, the soloist/cantor alternating with the congregation which sings a simple 
response. Before the Gospel is read, the Gospel acclamation or Alleluia is to be sung, initiated by the soloist/cantor and 
repeated by the congregation. After the exchange of  vows, a brief  song which focuses on God’s presence to individual love 
may be used, but is optional. This also might be just a brief  instrumental interlude.
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If  this is a Nuptial Mass, additional music is needed. It is recommended that instrumental music accompany the preparation 
of  the gifts of  bread and wine. This rite is a brief  part of  the liturgy and should not be overly emphasized. A short choral 
or vocal solo may be used which brings out the message of  the readings.

The Eucharistic Acclamations (the “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,” the Memorial Acclamation and the Great Amen) are to be 
sung with familiar musical settings known by the community. The soloist/cantor or choir will lead the people in these 
sung acclamations.

The Lord’s Prayer and the Lamb of  God belong to the people, and, as such, should properly be prayed by them. 

The Song of  Communion accompanies the communion procession and expresses our unity in the Body of  Christ, therefore, 
this song should speak of  a wider community love. Congregational singing, by its very nature, reflects the meaning of  
Communion. If  there is no Communion song, a hymn of  praise and thanksgiving may be sung after Communion by the 
congregation, choir or soloist. One or the other must be sung by the congretgation: either a song during the communion 
or a song of  thanksgiving following communion. Instrumental music is also appropriate at this time for creating a mood 
of  silence, prayer and reflection.

Liturgy of the Eucharist (if the wedding is a Mass)

The dismissal is followed immediately by strong, joyous recessional music which may be a hymn sung by the assembly or 
choir, or an instrumental selection.

Concluding Rite

The committee on the Liturgy of  the National Conference of  Catholic Bishops has given us three standards to be used in 
choosing music for any celebration of  liturgy:
 
The Musical Standard. Music used in liturgy must be technically correct and of  good quality. That which is merely 
cheap, trite musical cliche should not even be considered. By consulting with the musical director to plan the music for 
your wedding, you will avoid mistakes and possibly embarrassing situations; this person has been involved in hundreds of  
weddings and can be most helpful to you.
 
The Liturgical Standard. The sacrament of  matrimony is a public act, a sacred sign, an encounter with Christ. The music 
at weddings should serve to emphasized the sacred event, not distract from it. It should assist all who are present to share 
the gift of  faith and to join with the Church in prayer for the couple. For this reason, if  you wish to use songs at your 
wedding, you should be aware that, while they ought to be as musically attractive as possible, it is the text (the words) 
that should be considered most important. Each text sung at your wedding ought to be readily identifiable as prayer; if  
it cannot, then it is out of  place in a worship context. It is clearly possible that musical selections designed for purposes 
other than liturgical worship (such as popular show tunes, love songs, secular ballads, music from films) may also express 
some dimension of  Christian faith.

Three Standards

This list names the most frequently requested, most frequently used music here at St. Thomas More Church. The music 
at a wedding should serve to emphasize the sacred event, not distract from it. It should assist all who are present to share 
the gift of  the faith and join with the church in prayer for the couple. Popular show tunes, love songs, secular ballads and 
music from films are best left to the family reception where other songs from the faith tradition of  the non-catholic partner 
are highly recommended as a way of  welcoming and uniting a community.

Prelude: about 20 to 30 minutes of  music while guests are arriving:
Various selections often left to the choice of  musicians. Usually instrumental solos, but vocal selections are also possible.

Formal Seating of  family members/grandparents/parents:
“Jesu, joy” J. S. Bach

“Air” J. S. Bach

Procession: attendants/bride/groom:
“Canon in D” J. Pachelbel

“Concert I” J. S. Bach

“Trumpet Voluntary” J. Clarke*

“Trumpet Tune” D. N. Johnson*

“Rondeau” J.J. Mouret*

“Prelude to a TeDeum” M.A. Charpentier*

*Other festive pieces/possible addition of  a trumpeter

Opening Hymn: cantor leads the song/the whole assembly invited to sing
“God in the planning” #970

“Where love is found” #966

“Joyful, joyful” #614

“Laudate Dominum” #623

“Praise to the Lord” #616

“God is Love” #699

“Love Divine” #641 

Psalm after first reading: parish policy is to always sing this; suggested in the Rite are Psalms 33, 34, 103, 128, 145
(Cantor to sing the verses/the whole assembly invited to sing the refrain)
Texts used: New American Bible or Revised Grail translations; 
No paraphrases allowed.

Gospel Acclamation: cantor to lead/the whole assembly invited to respond
“Celtic Alleluia” #334

“Festive Alleluia” Chepponis

“Traditional Chant” #326
 

The Rite of  Marriage is celebrated at this point. If  a song is desired after exchange of  vows and rings:
“Ubi Caritas” #500

A Short List of Wedding Music

However, the practical fact remains that this music will usually be minimally successful as liturgical/communal prayer. 
For this reason it is recommended that music of  this type is best left to the family reception where another dimension of  
the celebration prevails.

The Pastoral Standard. Each wedding is unique; the music at a particular wedding must be judged on how well it will 
enable this particular group of  people present at this particular wedding to express their faith. When choosing music, do 
not overlook religious songs of  ethnic origin. These are very helpful in reflecting your background and involving your 
friends, relatives and family. In an interfaith situation, using familiar songs from the faith tradition of  the non-Catholic 
partner is highly recommended as a way of  welcoming and uniting a community.

Three Standards Continued


